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Section 1: Primary Responsibilities of the Board of Management 
 
1.1  Mission and Strategic Vision of the College  

 
The Board of Management of Ayrshire College (the “Board”) shall ensure that 
Ayrshire College (the “College”) provides the best possible education and 
learning environment for its students. 

 
The Board shall approve the mission and strategic vision of the College, 
including institutional and longer-term learning and teaching plans, the 
Outcomes Framework and Assurance Model with the Scottish Funding 
Council, outcomes of engagement with the Quality Assurance Agency, 
business plans, annual budgeting and annual accounts, key performance 
indicators, and ensure that the College meets the interests of all stakeholders, 
including students, staff, employers, Community Planning Partners, other key 
stakeholders, local communities and funding bodies. 

 
 The Board shall safeguard the good name and values of the College. 
 
 The Board shall promote further and higher education in Ayrshire to contribute 

to sustainable economic growth and to meet the needs of the learners and the 
employers of the region.  

 
1.2  Appointment of and Delegation to the Principal 
 
 The Board shall appoint the Principal as Chief Executive of the College and 

shall put in place suitable arrangements for monitoring his/her performance. In 
undertaking the recruitment of a Principal, the Board is responsible for 
ensuring that processes are in place which are designed to ensure students 
and staff will have an opportunity to contribute to the recruitment process. 

 
 The Board shall delegate to the Principal, as Chief Executive, operational 

responsibility for the running of the College, including authority for the learning 
and teaching, corporate, financial, estate and human resource management 
of the College, and shall establish and monitor such management functions 
as shall be undertaken by and under the authority of the Principal. 

 
1.3 Statutory and Regulatory Responsibilities 
 

The Board shall be the College's legal authority and, as such, shall ensure 
that systems are in place for meeting the College's legal obligations, including 
those arising from contracts, other legal commitments made in the College’s 
name and all statutory provision.  
 
The College is a Registered Charity and as such all Board Members are 
charity trustees under the terms of the Charity Trustees and Investment 
(Scotland) Act 2005. Further information may be found at: 
www.oscr.org.uk/charities/managing-your-charity/trustee-duties 
 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/charities/managing-your-charity/trustee-duties
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The Board shall ensure that its Responsibilities and Standing Orders are 
followed and that appropriate advice is available to enable this to happen. 
The Board shall maintain an “arm’s length” relationship with the Ayrshire 
College Foundation as determined by the Treasury rules governing such 
relationships and by statutory requirements, including the Charity Trustees 
and Investment (Scotland) Act 2005.        
 
The Board shall act as trustee for any property, legacy, endowment, bequest 
or gift in support of the work and welfare of the College, except where such 
resource lies within the governance of the Ayrshire College Foundation.  
 
The Board shall be the employer of all staff of the College.  
 
The Board shall ensure that the College complies with statutory, contractual 
and other duties placed on it through the National Bargaining Process and the 
National Recognition and Procedures Agreement (NRPA) to which it is a 
signatory. 
 
The Board shall ensure that the College operates ethically, responsibly and 
with respect for the environment and for society. 
 
The Board shall seek to reflect in its membership the diversity of the regional 
community, by providing the maximum opportunity to all with the potential to 
make a positive contribution to the Work of the Board and by removing any 
potential barriers. 

 
The Board shall ensure that it maintains an appropriate balance of knowledge, 
skills, attributes and experience amongst its membership in order to meet its 
primary responsibilities and maximise its effectiveness. 
 

1.4 Supervision and Accountability of the College 
 

The Board shall be the financial and business authority of the College and 
shall ensure statutory responsibilities are adhered to, including the 
maintenance of proper financial statements; the approval of the annual budget 
and financial statements; and having overall responsibility for decisions in 
relation to the assets, property and estate of the College and how they are 
used. 
 
The Board shall ensure that clear procedures are in place for the 
management, health and wellbeing of employees of the College.  
 
The Board shall ensure the establishment and monitoring of systems of 
control and accountability, including financial and operational controls; 
systems in respect of risk assessment and management; clear procedures for 
handling internal grievances; clear procedures for managing conflicts of 
interest; and clear procedures for public interest disclosure, etc, all so as to 
ensure sustainability of the College and safeguard its assets. 
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The Board shall ensure that processes are in place to monitor and evaluate 
the performance and effectiveness of the College against approved plans and 
key performance indicators, which should be benchmarked against other 
comparable institutions, wherever possible. 
 
The Board shall ensure in consultation with the Students’ Association that 
arrangements are in place to ensure the proper management of the health, 
safety, wellbeing and security of students, including meeting all statutory 
requirements.   
 
The Board shall ensure that processes are in place to annually monitor and 
evaluate its own performance and to put into place rolling action plans against 
which future performance may be measured. 
 
The Board shall ensure that processes are in place for evaluating the 
effectiveness of its individual members. This process will be led by the Chair. 
 
The Board shall ensure that a process is in place for evaluating the 
effectiveness of the Chair. This process will normally be led by the Vice-Chair.   
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Section 2: Standing Orders – Board of Management  
 
2.1 The purpose of these Standing Orders is to ensure the orderly and effective 

conduct of the meetings of the Board of Management and of Committees of 
the Board.  They shall apply to all meetings of the Board and its Committees 
and shall, subject to a resolution by the Board or Committee for their 
temporary suspension, remain in force unless and until they are varied or 
revoked as hereinafter provided. 

 
 It is not the intention that these Standing Orders will ever be used to subvert 

the will of Parliament or reinstate within the Standing Orders repealed 
legislative provision. 

 
The Standing Orders were adopted by the Board on 14 December 2017.  
They replace all other Standing Orders previously adopted by the Board, 
which are hereby revoked.  

 
2.2  Introduction 

 
 The Board of Management of Ayrshire College is established under the terms 

of the Statutory Provisions contained within: 
 

Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992 (Schedule 2); 
  
The Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005 (Schedule 2B);  
 
The Post-16 Education (Scotland) Act 2013 (Schedule 2). 

 
Ayrshire College is a charity registered in Scotland under the terms of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 with registered 
number SC021177. 
 
Statutory provisions may from time to time be amended by Government and 
at all time these Standing Orders will be governed by the extant statutory 
provision. 

 
These Standing Orders set out the Board’s practice on those issues that it has 
powers to determine.  
 
The Standing Orders also address the arrangements for the reporting of 
members’ interests and the responsibilities and duties of board members. 
 
At all times the Standing Orders will be compliant with Code of Good 
Governance for Scotland’s Colleges and the statutory provisions that determine 
the governance of the Board. 

 
 The Standing Orders to be read in conjunction with the following: 

 
• The Statutory Provisions as defined above and from time to time amended. 
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• The Equality Act 2010 (specific duties) (Scotland) Regulations 2012 (as  
amended) 

 
• The Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 (Section 

66) 
 

• The Ethical Standards in Public Life etc (Scotland) Act 2000;  
 
• The Code of Good Governance for Scotland’s Colleges  

 
• the Financial Regulations, including the Financial Memorandum and the 

Scottish Public Finance Manual; and 
 
• The Board of Management Code of Conduct, as set out in Section 5 below. 

 
2.3  Interpretation 

 
In this document the following definitions shall apply: 

 
• “Board” means the Board of Management of Ayrshire College; 

 
• “Chair” means Chairing Member appointed by Scottish Ministers; 

 
• “Vice Chair” means the person appointed by the Board to deputise in the 

absence of the Chair; 
 

• “Board Member” means a member of the Board; 
 
• “Non-Executive Board Member” is a non-elected Board member appointed 

by the Board from the community through the processes conducted by the 
Search and Nomination Committee and as approved by Scottish Ministers. 
 

• “Senior Independent Member” (SIM) means a “non-executive” board 
member appointed by the Board for the purposes of providing a sounding 
board for the Chair and to serve as an intermediary for the Principal, Board 
Governance Professional and other members as appropriate.  

 
• “College” means Ayrshire College;  
 
• “Committee” means any of the committees referred to in this document 

and any other committee established by the Board from time to time and 
the terms “Committees” and “Committee Member” shall be construed 
accordingly; 

 
• “Financial Memorandum” means the financial memorandum of the College 

as amended from time to time; 
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• “SFC” or “Funding Body” means The Scottish Further and Higher 
Education Funding Council or any other body which takes over or adopts 
its functions and obligations; and 

 
• “Statement of Primary Responsibilities” means the statement of primary 

responsibilities of the Board, as amended from time to time. 
  

In the event of a dispute as to the interpretation of any part of the College 
Standing Orders, the ruling of the Chair shall be final. In all instances, the 
content of the Statutory Provisions and the Code of Good Governance for 
Scotland’s Colleges, as appropriate, shall be determinant.   
 

2.4  Purpose and Powers 
 

The whole Board is collectively responsible and accountable for all Board 
decisions. Board members must always make decisions in the best interests 
of the College as a whole rather than selectively or in the interests of a 
particular group. 

 
The Board of Management shall have the duty to: 

 
• manage and conduct the business of the College in accordance with the 

Statutory Provisions and the terms of the Statement of Primary 
Responsibilities; and 

 
• ensure that the College provides relevant, high quality and efficient 

learning opportunities to students at the College. 
 

The Board has the responsibility for the appointment of the College Principal, 
and for the conduct of any disciplinary or other action taken against the 
Principal as the result of an allegation of misconduct or the investigation of a 
grievance.  

  
The Board has powers as defined, and from time to time amended, by 
Statutory Provision. These powers may be viewed by consulting the currently 
extant Statutory Provisions. 

 
The Board shall provide public benefit in Ayrshire and elsewhere as 
determined by Statutory Provision 

 
The Board may pay to Board Members such reasonable expenses as they 
may determine, subject to any criteria issued from time to time by the Scottish 
Funding Council. 

 
The Board may be given direction of a general or a specific character by the 
Scottish Government or the Scottish Funding Council (or its equivalent) with 
regard to the discharge of its functions, and it is the duty of the Board to 
comply with any directions given. For the avoidance of doubt, this duty applies 
only where the Scottish Government or the Scottish Funding Council (or its 
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equivalent) has a statutory power and/or prescribed authority to direct the 
Board. 
 
The Board has a duty to keep proper accounts, which shall be prepared and 
audited as required by the Scottish Funding Council and the Financial 
Regulations. 
 
Subject to the responsibilities of the Board, the Principal is responsible for the 
executive management of the College, including its financial management, 
internal organisation and discipline. 

 
2.5 Membership 

 
The Board Membership shall reflect that constituted within the statutory 
provision. As currently constituted and set out in the Board Terms of 
Reference, the Board shall consist of not less than 15 or more than 20 
persons, being made up of a Chair appointed by Scottish Ministers, the 
Principal (ex-offico), elected members and up to 12 non-executive members. 
 
In seeking applications for and appointing its non-executive membership, the 
Board will take full cognisance of the diversity and demography of the 
Ayrshire region and equal opportunity requirements and will seek to reflect 
this in its appointments.  
 
When making non-executive appointments the Board will take full account of 
any guidance produced by the Scottish Government and/or SFC and any 
requirements contained within statutory instruments. 

 
The Board shall appoint a Board Governance Professional to the Board of 
Management who will be responsible for the administration of the Board. 

 
Arrangements for any elections to the Board shall be delegated to the Board 
Governance Professional (see section 7 below), with the exception of the 
election of Trade Union Staff members where an agreed process is in place 
that the Unions will be responsible for . 

 
Board Members (except the Principal) may resign at any time, by giving notice 
in writing to the Chair. 

 
Board Members who are members of staff (including the Principal & Union 
representatives) or students of the College cease to be Board Members if 
they cease to be staff or students of the College. 

 
Upon the vacancy or expected vacancy amongst the Board Members (not 
staff, Union or student representatives) it is for the Board to select and appoint 
a person to fill the vacancy.  A Search and Nomination Committee shall 
determine procedures for filling a vacancy. The Search and Nomination 
Committee will include an appropriate external member, who has no 
connection with the Board or the College and whose appointment will be 
approved by the Board. 
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A person nominated to fill a vacancy may attend Board meetings prior to the 
resignation of the Board Member they are replacing, and may speak at 
meetings, but not take part in any vote on a Board item.  

 
Without prejudice to the rights of any Committee to co-opt members from time 
to time, the Board may from time to time co-opt persons to any Committee 
and may at any time revoke such co-option.  Any person co-opted to any 
Committee (a “Co-optee”) may attend any meeting of that Committee and 
take part in that Committee’s discussions.  Co-optees may not chair any 
Committee, nor may they vote in any decisions determined by a vote of any 
Committee, but they shall in all other respects have equivalent status to 
Committee Members. 

 
2.6 Board Members Period of Office 

 
A member of the Board (other than the Principal or Student Representatives) 
shall hold office for a period of up to 4 years. 

 
Board Members must be over the age of 16 at the time of their appointment. 
 
At the expiry of a Board Member’s period of appointment, they may be 
considered, on one occasion only, for a period of re-appointment of up to 4 
years. In considering a re-appointment, it is the responsibility of the Board to 
consider whether its needs will be most effectively met by extending an 
appointment or by making a new appointment. 
 
An appointment may be extended (for one single period) only if: 
 

a) the Board Member has performed satisfactorily, with evidence of 
regular assessments of performance to evidence this; 

b) the Board Member’s skills, knowledge, attributes and experience 
remain relevant to the anticipated future needs of the Board. 

 
Where a Board Member does not have their period of appointment extended 
or where they have served for two periods of appointment including an 
extension, they may re-apply for appointment through the normal Board 
Member recruitment process.  

 
Board Members who have been absent without reasonable excuse from the 
Board for more than 6 months may, by resolution of the Board and notice in 
writing from the Chair, be removed from the Board. In addition, Board 
Members may also be dismissed for reasons other than poor attendance, as 
set out in their Letter of Appointment and Terms and Conditions of Service. 

 
No Board Member may act as such unless and until:  

 
• the Board’s recommendation for appointment has been approved by 

Scottish Ministers: and 
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• they have completed the Protection of Vulnerable Groups scheme (PVG) 
clearance. 

 
Board Members shall at all times comply with: 

 
• any duties imposed on Board Members in their capacity as charity trustees 

pursuant to section 66 of the Charities and Trustee Investment 
(Scotland) Act 2005;  

 
• any other legislation and/or statutory or regulatory guidance applicable to 

the College from time to time; and 
 
• the terms of the Board of Management Code of Conduct (as set out in 

Section 5 below). 
 
2.7 Appointment of Chair, Vice Chair and Senior Independent Member 
 

The Chair (Chairing Member) will be appointed by the Scottish Ministers. The 
Chair is responsible for Leadership of the Board and ensuring its 
effectiveness in all aspects of its role. 

 
The Board shall appoint one of its non-executive members to be Vice Chair of 
the Board of Management. When deputising for the Chair, the Vice Chair shall 
have the authority the Chair would have under these Standing Orders. 

 
The period of appointment of the Vice Chair shall normally be until the end of 
their current period of appointment as a Board Member. 

 
If both the Chair and Vice Chair are absent from any meeting of the Board 
then the Board Members present shall choose one of their numbers to act as 
Chair for the meeting. 
 
The Board shall appoint a Senior Independent Member (SIM) from its non-
executive membership whose role it will be to provide a sounding board for 
the Chair and to serve as an intermediary for the other Board Members and 
the Board Governance Professional when necessary. The Senior 
Independent Member should also be available where contact through the 
normal channels of Chair, Principal or Board Governance Professional has 
failed to resolve an issue or for where such contact is inappropriate. 
 
The period of appointment of the SIM shall normally be until the end of their 
current period of appointment as a Board Member. 

 
The Chair may at any time by giving notice in writing to the Scottish Ministers 
resign their office as a member. 
 
In the event of the Chair resigning their office, the Vice Chair will assume the 
role of acting Chair until the Scottish Ministers appoint a new Chairing 
Member. 
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The Vice Chair may at any time by notice in writing to the Board Governance 
Professional to the Board of Management, resign their office. 
 
The SIM may at any time by notice in writing to the Board Governance 
Professional to resign their office. 

 
At the first meeting following the expiry of their term of office, or following their 
resignation, the Board shall, appoint a new Vice Chair or a SIM from amongst 
their number. In the event of more than one nomination being received for the 
position, an election for appointment to the role shall immediately be arranged 
by the Board Governance Professional.  

 
The Vice Chair or the SIM retiring at the end of their term of office will be 
eligible for re-nomination if they are reappointed to the Board. 
 
When the Chair, the Vice Chair or the SIM cease to be a member of the 
Board, they shall no longer hold any office of the Board. 

 
2.8 Proceedings 

 
Paragraph 11 of Schedule 2 to the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) 
Act 1992 “Schedule 2”, a Board may regulate its own proceedings and those 
of any Committee appointed by it.   
 
The Board shall make publically available on the college website for anyone 
who wishes to inspect them, copies of the following documents: 

 
• the agenda for any meeting of the Board or any Board Committee; 

 
• the confirmed minutes of such meeting as agreed by the Board or, as the 

case may be, the Committee. 
 
• The papers considered at any Board or Committee meeting. 

 
The above shall not apply to any document or part thereof which relates to: 
 
• an employee, former employee or applicant for employment at the 

College; 
 

• a person who is, or has been, or is likely to be a student at the College; 
 

• any information, the disclosure of which is prohibited by anything in any 
enactment or rule of law; or 

 
• any information that the Board believes should be treated as confidential 

because of its commercial nature or otherwise. 
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2.9 Meetings of the Board and Committees 
 
 The Board shall hold as many Board and Committee meetings as may be 

necessary for the performance of its functions and at such times, places and 
frequency as the Board determines.   

 
 The Board Governance Professional shall produce an annual programme of 

meetings that shall be presented to the Board for approval. 
 
 Extraordinary meetings of the Board and Committees may be called on the 

instructions of the Chair or by agreement by a majority of the members 
entitled to vote at such a meeting. 

 
 Board and Committee meetings shall be called giving no less than five 

working days’ notice.  Where extraordinary meetings are called and, 
exceptionally, due to the urgency of the business five working days’ notice 
cannot be given, notice will be given as soon as is reasonably practicable and 
giving no less than two working days’ notice. 

 
 Board and Committee meetings shall normally be held round table at a 

previously designated location with members attending in person. Where 
appropriate and necessary for the conduct of business, meetings may be held 
virtually with all or some members attending and contributing virtually by 
means of remote communication. 

 
2.10 Committees of the Board of Management 

 
The Board shall appoint such Committees as it considers necessary. 
 

 The Chair of the Board and the Principal may attend any meetings of any 
Committee (other than the Audit and Risk Committee, which they may only 
attend by invitation) but may not vote unless they are members of the 
Committee. 

 
 Committees may include persons who are not Board Members, but such 

persons will not be entitled to vote at meetings of the Committee. 
 
 The arrangements for the conduct of Board meetings shall also apply to its 

Committees. 
 

The Board, unless resolved otherwise, will establish, as a minimum, the 
following Committees: 

 
• Learning, Teaching and Quality Committee. 
• Business, Resources and Infrastructure Committee. 
• Audit and Risk Committee. 
• Performance Review and Remuneration Committee; and 
• Search and Nomination Committee. 
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Committees, in consultation with the Board, shall determine the frequency and 
dates of their meetings. 

 
Committees shall determine or advise the Board on any matters which the 
Board remits to them. 
 
The appointed internal auditors and external auditors of the College shall 
receive as a matter of course all papers including agendas and minutes 
presented to the Board of Management and any of its Committees.  The 
internal auditor and external auditor shall have a right to attend any such 
meetings. 

 
2.11 Quorum and Voting Rights 
 
 The quorum for a meeting of the Board or Committee shall be no less than 

one half of the members entitled to vote at such a meeting.   
 
 If a meeting does not have a quorum of members present 15 minutes after its 

scheduled start time or falls below having a quorum of members present part 
way through, the Chair must either adjourn the meeting to a new date and 
time, or proceed with the agenda, ensuring that any decisions are taken by 
members at the next meeting of the Committee or Board, whichever is the 
sooner.   

  
 A question on which a vote is required shall be determined by a majority of 

votes of the members of the Board present and voting on the question and, in 
the case of an equal division of votes, the Chair of the meeting shall have a 
second or casting vote. 

 
 Only matters identified on the agenda as requiring a decision shall, if 

consensus is not possible, be decided by vote. 
 
 In exceptional circumstances, such as for matters requiring urgent attention, 

and when the approval of the Board or Committee is required, decisions can 
be taken, with the prior agreement of the Chair, by written procedure.  That is, 
decisions can be taken without calling a physical meeting of the Board or 
Committee.  In such circumstances for a decision to be deemed to be taken: 

 
• The Board Governance Professional shall email all Board members 

outlining the decision required, together with relevant briefing information. 
 

• A quorum, as defined in 2.1 of these Standing Orders, must have replied 
to the email. 

 
• The Board Governance Professional shall ensure that a deadline for 

response is clearly specified, and Board members shall endeavour to 
respond within that timeframe. 
 

• Any decisions taken in this way shall be homologated at the next relevant 
meeting of the Board or Committee. 

https://www.pobal.ie/Publications/Documents/Sample%20Standing%20Orders.pdf#page=1
https://www.pobal.ie/Publications/Documents/Sample%20Standing%20Orders.pdf#page=1
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 Where a proposal is amended, voting will take place on the amendment 

against the proposal, or the series of amendments, in the order of the last 
amendment first, until a single amendment is put against the proposal.  
Thereafter, voting will take place upon the proposal amended.  All members 
have a single vote. 

 
 No one shall be entitled to record their dissent from any decision, except at 

the meeting at which it has been passed; but any member not present may at 
the next meeting have their dissent recorded. 

 
 No proposal nor any amendment to any such proposal shall be moved if it 

involves a reconsideration of any question or proposal that has been decided 
or adopted by the Board at any time within the preceding six months unless: 

 
• it is moved by the Chair 
• in addition to being signed by the mover, it is signed by at least one third of 

the total members of the Board. 
 
2.12 Attendance at Board and Committee Meetings 
 
 The Board Governance Professional shall have oversight of all Board and 

Committee meetings to ensure meetings are conducted in accordance with 
legislation, terms and conditions of grant (including in relation to its Financial 
Memorandum, the Scottish Public Finance Manual, the Code of Good 
Governance for Scotland’s Colleges), the Board’s Scheme of Delegation and 
these Standing Orders, and in order to ensure a record is kept of proceedings. 

 
 It shall be a matter for the Board or Committee to determine which College 

employees (with the exception of the staff and Trade Union Board Members 
who shall be invited to attend all meetings of the Board and Committees they 
are a member of) or other individuals should be invited to attend any Board or 
Committee meeting or any part of it in an advisory capacity in order to ensure 
that the Board or Committee has the required advice to fulfil its functions.  
Where invited to do so by the Chair at the meeting, these employees or 
individuals may contribute to the discussion, but may not vote. 

 
 Where circumstances dictate, and/or it is deemed by the Board/Committee to 

be appropriate, attendance and contribution at a meeting by members may be 
undertaken virtually and by remote communication. In addition, where 
circumstances dictate and/or it is deemed to be appropriate, entire meetings 
may be wholly conducted virtually with all members attending and contributing 
to the meeting by virtue of remote communication.  

 
 The Board may decide to meet privately without the Principal or any Senior 

Management Team members being present. In these circumstances, the 
Board Governance Professional shall be present at the meeting unless 
requested by the Chair to leave.   Where the Board Governance Professional 
is requested to leave, there must be a clear and specific reason for this 
recorded in the minutes and the Chair shall ensure that appropriate 
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arrangements are made for recording the discussion and any decisions taken 
at the meeting in the minutes.  Staff, Trade Union and student Board 
members are permitted to attend such meetings unless they have a conflict of 
interest in relation to the matter being discussed. 

 
2.13 Agenda 
 
 The Board Governance Professional in consultation with the Chair and 

Principal shall prepare the draft Board agenda.  Other members may place an 
item on the agenda for discussion (except in the case of an extraordinary 
meeting where only the urgent business notified at the time the meeting was 
requested will be placed on the agenda).  The Board Governance 
Professional shall ensure that all items placed on the agenda fall within the 
remit of the Board or Committee.  

 
 All matters for consideration by the Board or Committee shall be clearly 

identified on the draft agenda as to whether it is for approval, decision, 
discussion, noting or for information purposes. 

 
 All matters for consideration by the Board or Committee shall be clearly 

identified on the agenda as for publication or whether it be a matter reserved 
as confidential under the circumstances described in paragraph 2.8 above.  

 
 The order of business shall be: 
 

• Apologies for absence 
• Declarations of any Potential Conflicts of Interest in relation to any agenda 

items 
• Approval of the minutes of the previous meeting  
• Matters arising 
• Student Related Business 
• All other business with those items of business requiring approval or a 

decision taking precedence over items of business for noting 
• Date of the next meeting(s). 

 
 All business at Board and Committee meetings shall be conducted through 

the Chair by members indicating to the Chair that they wish to speak.  The 
Chair shall be heard without interruption. 

 
 The Chair shall be responsible for the general conduct of the meeting to 

preserve order and to ensure that every member has the opportunity to 
contribute.   

 
2.14 Board and Committee Papers 
 
 Board and Committee papers may be submitted by the Chair, the Principal, a 

member of the Senior Management Team or the Board Governance 
Professional. 
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 The Board Governance Professional shall ensure the circulation of papers to 
Board or Committee members at least five working days prior to the meeting.  
Where this timescale is not possible, the Board Governance Professional 
shall advise members of this and advise of the reason for the delay and when 
papers might be expected. 

 
2.15 Minutes of Board and Committee Meetings 
 
 In addition to recording the decisions and basis of decisions of all business on 

the agenda, the minutes shall include a record of those members present and 
any individuals in attendance, for all or part of the meeting. 

 
 Draft minutes shall be prepared for the Chair’s agreement normally within ten 

working days of the meeting and shall be labelled ‘draft’. 
 
 Once agreed by the Chair, minutes shall be circulated to members normally 

within twelve working days of the meeting and shall be labelled ‘unapproved 
circulated’. 

 
 The minutes shall be considered for approval by the Board or Committee at its 

next meeting and the Chair of the meeting shall thereafter confirm the minute 
that shall be labelled ‘final version’. 

 
 The Board Governance Professional shall be responsible for ensuring that a 

final version of the minutes is securely retained. 
 
 The Board Governance Professional shall be responsible for ensuring that the 

final version of the minutes of each Board and Committee meeting is 
timeously published on the College website. 

 
 In the event that extraordinary business is being transacted and additional 

meetings are being arranged, the timescales for preparing minutes shall be 
adjusted to ensure their availability for approval at the next meeting. 

 
 Where a Committee meets infrequently, draft minutes shall be circulated by 

email to all Members who will be required to confirm their approval or 
otherwise of the draft within eight weeks of the meeting having taken place.  
The minutes shall thereafter be confirmed by the Chair of the meeting and 
labelled as ‘final version’. 

 
 All Committee minutes will be submitted to the Board for information at the 

next scheduled meeting of the Board following their confirmation. Only final 
versions of minutes shall be published on the College Website. 

 
2.16 Board Members’ Interests and Conflicts of Interest  
 

In accordance with the terms of the Ethical Standards in Public Life Etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2000, a Register of Interests will be maintained by the Board 
Governance Professional.  Such Register of Interests shall be available for 
inspection on the College Website and at all reasonable times at the main 
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Board of Management office of the College or as otherwise required by the 
Standards Commission for Scotland.  It is the responsibility of members of the 
Board to declare all relevant information and to promptly notify any changes.  
Guidance is provided in the Code of Conduct for Members of the Board of 
Management of Ayrshire College which is detailed within Section 5 below. 
 
A conflict of interest arises when a board member has a direct or indirect 
interest in the outcome of any agenda item under consideration that a 
member of the public would reasonably assume could compromise their 
impartiality. Board members have a responsibility to ensure that all 
contributions they make to discussions and decision-making and all acts they 
undertake as board members are impartial. It will be the responsibility of each 
individual board member to declare when such a conflict of interest arises for 
them. The decision of the Board or Committee Chair in relation to all matters 
relating to conflicts of interest will be final.  
    

2.17 Confidentiality of Information 
 

Any information received or obtained by any person in connection with their 
functions as a Board Member, or a member of any Committee, shall be 
treated by them as confidential to the Board or that Committee and shall not, 
without the express prior approval of the Board and the Board Chair, be 
discussed with any other person other than a member of the Board or 
Committee privy to that information prior to the meeting concerned. 
 
This confidentiality extends to co-opted members of the Board and its 
Committees. In addition, observers and co-optees attending any meeting of 
the Board and its Committees are also required to observe the confidentiality 
of all of the papers, information, discussions and decisions they are privy to. 
Where observers or co-optees are not already covered by a confidentiality 
requirement by virtue of their employment or other arrangement (e.g. 
government or local authority employees) they will be asked to sign an 
undertaking to that effect.    
   
Papers, discussion and decisions agreed by the Board to be confidential and 
reserved items shall be separately minuted and maintained by the Board 
Governance Professional and shall not be made available to anyone other 
than members of the Board and the Board Governance Professional. Members 
of the Board may not discuss such matters with anybody other than Board 
Members privy to that information without the express prior approval of the 
Board and the Board Chair. 
 
In particular, Board Members must treat the following information as 
confidential and must not divulge or disclose any such information to any third 
party:  

 
• personal information held about individuals; 

 
• information relating to a person who is, has been, or is likely to be a student 

of the College. 
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• any information the disclosure of which is prohibited by anything in any 

Statutory Provision 
 

• matters relating to the business of the College, its transactions and financial 
affairs. 
 

• matters relating to the business of the College’s funders, partners, 
contractors and  
 

• other third parties with which the College has or may have business or 
commercial relationships. 
 

• matters related to or concerned with legal disputes, actions or the like 
concerning the College; and 
 

• matters which are identified by the Board as being confidential or which, 
given their nature, may be regarded as being confidential to the College. 

 
For the avoidance of doubt, any breach of confidentiality by a board member or 
members, co-opted members and observers will be considered a very serious 
matter, will be fully investigated, and may lead to suspension or dismissal from 
the Board and/or legal action.  

 
2.18  Scheme of Delegation 

 
The Board has an agreed Scheme of Delegation (see Section 4 below), which 
defines the powers delegated to the Chair of the Board, the Committees, the 
Principal, and the Board Governance Professional.  The Scheme of 
Delegation shall be reviewed and updated from time to time as agreed by the 
Board. 
 
Matters which are dealt with under delegated authority by the Chair of the 
Board, a Board Committee, the Principal, or the Board Governance 
Professional do not need further confirmation by the full Board unless the 
Scheme of Delegation so requires. 
 
The Board will be kept informed of matters determined under delegated 
authority by the Chair of the Board, a Board Committee, the Principal, or the 
Board Governance Professional.  

 
If the Board has reasonable grounds to suspect that powers granted under 
the Scheme of Delegation have been misused or exceeded by any party the 
Board may take whatever steps it considers reasonable and appropriate to 
investigate the matter, and to act upon any findings so made. In any such 
circumstance, the Board will seek legal advice before proceeding, and may 
seek advice from other bodies such as the SFC and the Standards 
Commission as appropriate. 
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2.19 Financial Regulations and Scheme of Financial Delegation 
 

The Board of Management separately approves detailed Financial 
Regulations that set out practical parameters, guidance and responsibilities 
relating to financial control. These Financial Regulations are updated on an 
agreed cycle and include a Scheme of Financial Delegation which sets out the 
financial authorities, including financial spending limits, delegated to the 
Principal (See Section 4 below). 

 
2.20  Suspension, Alteration and Review of the Standing Orders 

 
Any one or more provisions of these Standing Orders may be suspended, 
except where such suspension might lead to an action contrary to law, 
provided that at least two thirds of the members present vote to do so.  
 
No alteration of these Standing Orders shall be made without notice of any 
proposed alteration having been given in the notice calling a meeting at which 
the alteration is to be considered and a majority of the Board Members 
present and voting at such meeting voting in favour of the alteration being 
made and adopted. 

 
The Board shall, at least once every three years, review its Responsibilities 
and Standing Orders in order to determine whether any amendments and/ or 
additions should be made thereto. 
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Section 3: Standing Orders – Board and Committees’ Terms of Reference 
3.1 Board of Management Terms of Reference 

 
Introduction 
The Board of Management is responsible for the overall functioning and 
strategic direction of the College. The Board of Management is also 
responsible for planning the future development of the College and for 
ensuring its effective management. 
  
The Board of Management has ultimate responsibility for all the affairs of the 
College. 
 
The Board of Management is publicly accountable for the College’s 
stewardship of public funds and given the nature of this obligation demands 
the highest standards of Corporate Governance. 
 
Remit 
The Board of Management is responsible for overseeing all matters related to 
function and strategic direction of the College. The Board of Management 
through its Committees will provide strategic leadership to ensure that the 
College aims and objectives are achieved. The Board will also ensure, 
through the actions of the Chair, that the requirements in relation to new 
members’ induction and mentoring, from both the Board and board 
committees’ perspective, are properly fulfilled and enacted.  
  
Board of Management Membership 
The membership of the Board of Management will be constituted as 
determined by Statutory Provision. 
 
As currently constituted under Statutory Provision, the Board of Management 
shall consist of not less than 15 or more than 20 persons. 
 
The Board shall comprise: 
 
• The Chair, appointed by Scottish Ministers. 

 
• The Principal and Chief Executive of the College. 

 
• A person being elected by the teaching (curriculum) staff from among their 

own number. 
 

• A person being elected by the service/support (non-curriculum) staff from 
among their own number. 

 
• Two persons as Trade Union nominated members (one nominated by 

support staff unions and the other nominated by the teaching staff union), 
in addition to the elected staff representatives, for partnership working.  
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• Two persons being appointed by being nominated by the Students’ 
Association of the College from among students of the College (this 
includes students on a sabbatical year). 

 
• Up to 12 other people, not being members of staff or full-time students, 

who have experience in different industry sectors, commercial or 
employment matters, or the practice of a profession, or who represent the 
Third Sector, Public Sector Bodies or Trades Union, or who otherwise 
have an interest in the College and in further and higher education and 
who represent the demography and diversity of the region (these 
appointments will be the “Non-Executive Members”). 

 
• While observers attending board meetings will receive information 

provided to other members of the board (including papers and minutes), 
they may not be permitted to formally vote on matters submitted for a vote 
however, they may be granted the right to speak at meetings, following 
permission by the Chair. The Chair would also determine if there were any 
reserved matters that it was not appropriate for an observer to receive 
papers or be included in discussion. 

 
The Board of Management is responsible for ensuring the internal and 
external induction of its members and for their ongoing training and 
development in line with the requirements and provisions of the Scottish 
Government, Scottish Funding Council (SFC), Colleges Scotland and the 
College Development Network (CDN).   
 
Quorum 
50% of the Board of Management places occupied will constitute a quorum.   

 
Attendance 
The Board of Management may co-opt individuals as appropriate. Details of 
the proposed co-opted individuals will be approved by the Chair of the Board 
in advance. The role, remit and term of membership of the co-opted 
individuals will be determined by the Board.  
 
The Executive Leadership Team and other Staff, as required, should attend 
meetings of the Board of Management to provide information and reports as 
appropriate. 
 
The Board has the option of meeting without any members of staff present. 
Where the Board Governance Professional has been also been excluded, the 
Chair of the Board shall arrange for a full minute of the meeting to be 
recorded, which shall include a full explanation of why the Board Governance 
Professional was excluded from the meeting. 
 
Meetings 
The Board shall normally meet on a quarterly basis but shall meet on a 
minimum of three occasions per annum. 
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Any member of the Board of Management may convene additional meetings 
as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working days’ notice to the 
Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
 
The Chair of the Board of Management will instruct the Board Governance 
Professional to call meetings of the Board.  The agenda and supporting 
papers will normally be made available to members at least five working days 
before the day of the meeting. 
 
Where, in the opinion of the Chair, an exceptional and urgent matter of 
business requires to be considered by the Board at shorter notice than that 
provided for above, the Chair may instruct the Board Governance 
Professional to call a meeting of the Board of Management at a time, date and 
place determined by the Chair. 
 
Duties 
The Board of Management has responsibility for overseeing the business of 
the College, determining its future direction and fostering an environment in 
which the College vision, mission and objectives are achieved, and the 
potential of all learners is maximised. The Board of Management is the 
employer of all staff of the College. 
 
The Board of Management must ensure compliance with Statutory Provision 
and their ordinances, schedules, and provisions; together with all advice, 
guidance and direction provided, from time to time, by the Scottish 
Government, Scottish Funding Council, Quality Assurance Agency or other 
properly constituted agency which regulate the College and its framework of 
governance and, subject to these, take all final decisions on matters of 
fundamental concern to the College. 
 
The following items are retained for approval by the Board of Management, 
upon advice from or recommendation by the relevant Committee where 
appropriate, and may not be delegated: 
 
1. To approve Strategies presented by the relevant Committees. 

 
2. To approve the planning cycle proposed by the Executive Leadership 

Team for the preparation of the Outcomes Framework and Assurance 
Model, the College Strategic Plan, and to approve the Plan itself before 
publication.  
 

3. To approve the annual accounts, following consideration by the Business, 
Resources and Infrastructure Committee and Audit Committee. 
 

4. To approve the College budget proposals, following consideration by the 
Business, Resources and Infrastructure Committee. 
 

5. To approve the appointment of the Principal and Chief Executive. 
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6. To approve any financial packages in excess of statutory provisions, for 
severance payments, following consideration by the Performance Review 
and Remuneration Committee. 

 
7. To receive and consider at each meeting the Strategic Risk Register, and 

to advise the Audit and Risk Committee accordingly. 
 

8. To receive, consider and approve recommendations from the Search and 
Nomination Committee on the membership of new and reappointed Board 
Members, prior to submission to the Scottish Ministers for approval;1 

 
9. To ensure that appropriate and adequate induction procedures are in 

place for all new Board Members. 
 
10. To ensure that the arrangements made to implement the College Health 

and Safety Management System are effective. 
 

 
Authority 
The Board of Management is authorised to investigate any matters in any 
reasonable manner as it sees fit. The Board of Management is authorised to 
receive and record information received as a part of any investigatory process 
from persons who are not members of the Board and who are not employees 
of the College provided, they wish to co-operate in the provision of information 
and whilst taking account of policy and legal rights and responsibilities.  
  
The Board is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires from 
any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member of the 
Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy and 
legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Board will decide on the business of the 
meeting that may be fully published on the College website. Normally it would 
be expected that complete minutes and papers will be published: except 
where the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these Standing Orders apply. 
 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Board by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the Principal for checking and then to the Chair of 
the Board for consideration.  It is expected that minutes will be checked 
timeously, and any amendments advised to the Board Governance 
Professional. 
 
The Chair of the Board shall submit draft minutes to the next Board meeting 
for approval.  
 

 
1 In the interests of practicality, this may be undertaken by circulation where a meeting of the Board is not 
immediately scheduled. 
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Board Members should be clear that as members of a board of a college 
sector public body, they are required to act in the best interests of the public 
body, as opposed to any individual constituency from which they have been 
nominated or elected.  

 
Representative members need to be aware of their obligations to the Board 
and reconcile these with their obligations to their constituency. While 
representative members can raise matters from the perspective of their 
constituency, they should not promote the interests of, or lobby on behalf of, 
the constituency when sitting as a college or regional college board member.   
 
They are not expected to report back to their constituencies the work and 
discussions of the Board. 
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3.2  Audit and Risk Committee Terms of Reference 
        

Introduction 
The Audit and Risk Committee is identified as a Committee of the Ayrshire 
College Board of Management.  The approved Terms of Reference and 
information on the composition and frequency of the Committee will be 
considered as an integral part of the College Standing Orders. 
 
The Committee is a Standing Committee of the Board of Management.  For 
the purposes of the Terms of Reference, unless otherwise indicated, ‘the 
Board’ means the Ayrshire College Board of Management. 
 
Remit 
The Committee will be responsible for overseeing and providing assurance to 
the Board on all matters related to the external audit, internal audit and risk 
management of the College and provide assurance to the Board that the 
requirements of the Code of Audit Practice published by Audit Scotland are 
observed along with all other relevant regulations and legislation. The 
Committee will have a particular engagement with internal and external audit, 
financial reporting issues and strategic risk management. 
 
Committee Membership 
The Committee membership shall consist of a minimum of four non-executive 
Board members who shall be independent and objective in terms of their 
Audit and Risk Committee function and, in line with good practice, will not 
include either the Principal or the Chair of the Board. At least one member of 
the Audit and Risk Committee must have recent relevant financial or audit 
experience.  
 
Committee members are all recommended to complete the College 
Development Network online training module College Audit Committees. 
 
The Committee Chair will be appointed by the Board. 
 
Committee membership will be reviewed annually by the Board. 
 
Quorum 
50% of the total membership of the Committee will constitute a quorum. 
 
Attendance 
The Committee may co-opt additional individuals as appropriate. Details of 
proposed co-opted individuals will be notified to the Chair of the Board in 
advance. The role, remit, and term of membership of co-opted individuals will 
be determined by the Committee. 
 
External and Internal Auditors shall normally attend meetings and will be 
invited to all meetings. 
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The Vice Principal - Finance & Infrastructure, and the Chief Financial 
Controller, and where appropriate other staff will be invited to attend meetings 
of the Committee to provide information and reports as appropriate. 

 
Meetings 
The Committee shall normally meet on a quarterly basis but shall meet on a 
minimum of three occasions per annum. 
 
Any member of the Committee may request to convene additional meetings of 
the Committee as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working 
days’ notice to the Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
 
The Committee Chair will instruct the Board Governance Professional to call 
meetings of the Committee.  The agenda and supporting papers will normally 
be made available to members at least five working days before the day of the 
meeting. 
 
The Committee may meet privately without any non-members (with the 
exception of the Board Governance Professional) for all or part of a meeting if 
they so decide. 
  
The Committee will normally meet with the external and internal auditors 
annually without any non-members (with the exception of the Board 
Governance Professional) being present. 
 
Duties 
1. Consider and propose strategies within the Committee’s overall remit and 

recommend for approval by the Board of Management. 
 

2. Reviewing and advising the Board of Management on the effectiveness of 
the College’s financial and other internal control environment. 

 
3. Reviewing and advising the Board of Management on corporate 

governance requirements including the strategic processes for risk, control 
and governance and the governance statement. 

 
4. Reviewing and advising the Board of Management on the effectiveness of 

the College risk management procedures, the presentation of the Ayrshire 
College Strategic Risk Register and the maintenance of an appropriate 
balance between risk and opportunity. 

 
5. Appointing the College’s Internal Auditors on a contractual basis and 

agreeing on the terms of reference for an audit service. 
 
6. Reviewing the scope and effectiveness of the work of the internal and 

external auditor using appropriate performance indicators. 
 
7. Considering issues raised in audit reports, annual management letter and 

reporting to the Board of Management on the adequacy of the 
management response. 
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8. Consider the College’s accounting policies, Financial Statements and 

external auditor’s report, including the process for review of the Financial 
Statements prior to submission for audit, prior to submission to the Board 
of Management by the Business, Resources, and Infrastructure 
Committee.  Recommending to the Board the adoption of the audited 
Annual Accounts. 

 
9. Agreeing an internal and external audit plan. 
 
10. Advising the Board of Management on internal and external value for 

money reviews which secure the effective use of College resources. 
 
11. The Committee will provide the Board with an Annual Report, timed to 

support finalisation of the accounts and the governance statement, 
summarising its conclusions from the work it has done during the year. 

 
12. Reviewing reported cases of impropriety to establish whether they have 

been appropriately handled. 
 
13. Agree the proposal for tendering for internal audit services or for purchase 

of non-audit services from contractors who provide audit services. 
 
14. Agreeing the Internal Auditors fee and agreeing the External Auditors fee 

are within the parameters set by Audit Scotland. 
 
15. At each meeting receive and consider the Strategic Risk Register and 

comment accordingly to the Board of Management. 
 
16. The consideration and approval of the College Business Continuity Plan 

on a regular basis. 
 
17. Approve the College Counter Fraud, Risk and Bribery Policy and 

Whistleblowing processes and any arrangements for special 
investigations. 

 
Authority 
The Committee is authorised to investigate any matters which fall within its 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires 
from any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy 
and legal rights and responsibilities. 

 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Committee may further decide on the 
business of the meeting that will be fully published on the College website, 
should this differ from that recorded on the meeting agenda.  Unless 
otherwise recorded, it would be expected that complete minutes and papers 
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will be published: except where the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these 
Standing Orders apply. 
 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Committee by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the appropriate senior leadership representatives 
for checking and then to the Chair of the Committee for consideration.  It is 
expected that minutes will be checked timeously, and any amendments 
advised to the Board Governance Professional. 
 
The Chair of the Committee shall report on the work and recommendations of 
the Committee to the next scheduled Board meeting for information/approval 
and submit confirmed Committee minutes to the first meeting of the Board 
immediately following their approval. 
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3.3 Business, Resources and Infrastructure Committee: Terms of Reference 
 

Introduction 
The Business, Resources and Infrastructure Committee is identified as a 
Committee of the Ayrshire College Board of Management.  The approved 
Terms of Reference and information on the composition and frequency of the 
Committee will be considered as an integral part of the College Standing 
Orders. 
 
The Committee is a Standing Committee of the Board of Management.  For 
the purposes of the Terms of Reference, unless otherwise indicated, ‘The 
Board’ means the Ayrshire College Board of Management. 
 
Remit 
The Committee will be responsible for: 

 
• overseeing all matters related to the College Estate including land, 

buildings, moveable assets, and equipment and/or regulations and ensure 
that any guidance published by the Scottish Funding Council is observed. 

 
• overseeing all matters related to the College’s continuing organisational 

development including oversight of the development, planning, and delivery 
of the overarching People Strategy, promoting a positive and inclusive 
culture, and reviewing and monitoring the quality and performance of 
associated programs of work.  

 
• overseeing all matters related to strategic and operational financial 

planning of the College, how this reflects upon the strategic resource 
management of the College and provide assurance to the Board on the 
ongoing financial management and performance of the College. 

 
Committee Membership 
The Committee membership shall consist of a minimum of six members from 
the Board, including the Principal of the College who will be a standing 
member of the Committee.  The Board will seek to ensure that an appropriate 
range of expertise and knowledge related to the remit of the Committee is 
included within the committee membership. 
 
The Committee Chair and remaining members will be appointed by the Board.  
Committee membership will be reviewed annually by the Board, taking 
account of the remaining terms of office of the Committee members. 
 
Quorum 
50% of the total membership of the Committee will constitute a quorum. 

 
Attendance 
The Committee may co-opt individuals as appropriate. Details of proposed co-
opted individuals will be notified to the Chair of the Board in advance.  The 
role, remit and term of membership of co-opted individuals will be determined 
by the Committee. 
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Attendance is open to all Vice Principals, and, where appropriate, other staff 
may be invited to attend meetings of the Committee to provide information 
and reports as appropriate. 
 
Meetings 
The Committee shall normally meet on a quarterly basis but shall meet on a 
minimum of three occasions per annum. 
 
Any Member of the Committee may request to convene additional meetings of 
the Committee as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working 
days’ notice to the Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
 
The Committee Chair will instruct the Board Governance Professional to call 
meetings of the Committee.  The agenda and supporting papers will normally 
be made available to members at least five working days before the day of the 
meeting. 

 
Duties 

1. Provide guidance and direction to College Management as appropriate. 
 

2. Consider and propose strategies within the Committee’s overall remit 
and recommend for approval by the Board of Management. 
 

3. Consider and report on any other relevant functions of the college that 
are out with the Learning, Teaching and Quality Committee remit. 

 
Human Resources  

4. Ensure that a positive and inclusive culture is embedded across the 
College. 

 
5. Ensure that there is strong and effective leadership which supports and 

encourages personal and professional development and the 
empowerment of teams. 

 
6. Review and monitor progress against delivery of key strategic 

objectives and scrutinize related key performance indicator (KPI) 
reports to ensure that the College delivers to the People Strategy. 

 
7. Ensure that the College meets all aspects of the Public Sector Equality 

Duty and Equality Act 2010, through publishing equality outcomes and 
reporting on mainstreaming activity to embed equality across all 
College activities. 

 
8. Ensure that the College maintains the highest standards in health and 

safety and meets all legislative requirements. 
 

9. Ensure that the College actively supports all staff in maintaining 
positive wellbeing through delivering evidence-based initiatives and 
programmes consistent with the People Strategy.  
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10. Ensure that the College is managing and developing effective, open, 
and transparent internal communications and dialogue with staff and 
the trade unions recognised by the College. 

 
Estates and infrastructure  

11. Regularly review all property assets. 
 

12. Discuss and make recommendations to the Board on the annual 
capital expenditure programme and proposed estates and digital 
infrastructure projects, and to consider the strategic robustness and 
financial viability of the proposals. 

 
13. Oversee the major estates projects to ensure that projects are 

developed within the parameters specified by the Board of 
Management.  

 
14. Consider the College’s property portfolio making recommendations to 

the Board for the disposal of and acquisition of land and buildings, 
including their financial liability. 

 
15. Ensure compliance with the Scottish Funding Council’s Financial 

Memorandum with regard to the College’s estate and all strategic 
financial decisions and actions. 

 
16. Ensure the principles of sustainability in managing the College’s estate. 

 
Finance  

17. Consider and make recommendations to the Board on the annual 
financial budget for the College. 
 

18. Monitor the receipt of funds in the form of financial allocations, together 
with supplementary income, ensuring all funds are applied for the 
purposes specified in the allocation. 

 
19. Monitor in-year expenditure against budget and advise the Board 

including any requirement for remedial action. 
 

20. Consider financial benchmarking and performance information on a 
variance reporting basis. 

 
21. Recommend for Board approval, the College’s borrowing requirement 

and all borrowing/loan agreements, granting security and/or giving 
guarantees as appropriate within the regulations as set out in the 
Financial Memorandum with the Scottish Funding Council. 

 
22. Oversee the agreement and implementation of the Financial 

Regulations of the College and systems of delegated authority to 
ensure a robust financial control environment is in place. 
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23. Consider the Statutory Annual Accounts of the College and report on 
them to the Board. 

 
Risk Management  

24.Receive and consider the Committee’s extract from the current version 
of the Strategic Risk Register and to advise the Audit and Risk Committee 
accordingly. 

 
Authority 
The Committee is authorised to investigate any matters which fall within its 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires 
from any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy 
and legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Committee may further decide on the 
business of the meeting that will be fully published on the College website, 
should this differ from that recorded on the meeting agenda.  Unless 
otherwise recorded, it would be expected that complete minutes and papers 
will be published: except where the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these 
Standing Orders apply. 
 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Committee by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the appropriate senior management 
representatives for checking and then to the Chair of the Committee for 
consideration.  It is expected that minutes will be checked timeously, and any 
amendments advised to the Board Governance Professional. 
 
The Chair of the Committee shall report on the work and recommendations of 
the Committee to the next scheduled Board meeting for information/approval 
and submit confirmed Committee minutes to the first meeting of the Board 
immediately following their approval. 
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3.4  Learning, Teaching and Quality Committee Terms of Reference 
 

Introduction 
The Learning, Teaching and Quality Committee is identified as a Committee 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management.  The approved Terms of 
Reference and information on the composition and frequency of the 
Committee will be considered as an integral part of the College Standing 
Orders. 
 
The Committee will be a Standing Committee of the Board of Management.  
For the purposes of the Terms of Reference, unless otherwise indicated, ‘the 
Board’ means the Ayrshire College Board of Management. 

 
Remit 
The Committee will be responsible for overseeing all matters related to the 
strategic development and delivery of learning, teaching and the student 
experience, including monitoring and reporting on the associated quality and 
performance. 
 
Committee Membership 
The Committee membership shall consist of a minimum of six members from 
the Board, which should include at least one staff representative and at least 
one student representative. 
 
The Committee Chair and remaining members will be appointed by the Board. 
Committee membership will be reviewed annually by the Board, taking 
account of the remaining terms of office of the Committee members. The 
Board will seek to ensure that all members will normally serve at least one 
year as a member of the Committee during their period of appointment. 
 
Quorum 
50% of the total membership of the Committee will constitute a quorum. 
 
Attendance 
The Committee may co-opt individuals as appropriate. Details of proposed co-
opted individuals will be notified to the Chair of the Board in advance.  The 
role, remit and term of membership of co-opted individuals will be determined 
by the Committee. 
 
Attendance is open to all Vice Principals, and, where appropriate, other staff 
may be invited to attend meetings of the Committee to provide information 
and reports as appropriate. 
 
Meetings 
The Committee shall normally meet on a quarterly basis but shall meet on a 
minimum of three occasions per annum. 

 
Any member of the Committee may convene additional meetings of the 
Committee as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working days’ 
notice to the Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
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The Committee Chair will instruct the Board Governance Professional to call 
meetings of the Committee.  The agenda and supporting papers will be made 
available to members at least five working days before the day of the meeting. 
 
Duties 

1. To review and agree strategies within the Committee’s overall remit and 
recommend for approval by the Board of Management. 

 
2. To seek assurance that the Curriculum Delivery Plan is in alignment with 

regional and national economic priorities, the strategic direction of the College 
and meets the requirements of the SFC’s Outcomes Framework and 
Assurance Model. 
 

3. To review and monitor the progress against curriculum development and 
delivery including new areas of skills delivery and adoption of technology and 
digital learning. 
 

4. To review and scrutinise key performance indicators (KPIs) as a requirement 
of the Outcomes Framework and Assurance Model in relation to, for example, 
student success including, but not limited to, student retention, student 
outcome data, Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) and post course 
destinations.  Consider action to be taken to improve performance where the 
KPIs fall below national benchmarks.  
 

5. To review and monitor the progress and outcomes of Engagement with the 
Quality Assurance Agency. 
 

6. To review and monitor plans and processes to enhance learning, teaching 
and assessment and the student experience.  

 
7. To review and monitor all College services which are provided to support the 

student journey, including the quality of learning and teaching and student 
satisfaction. 

 
8. To review and monitor equality and diversity outcomes, scrutinise data and 

receive reports on learner profiles and interventions. 
 

9. To review and monitor the use of student funds including bursaries, 
educational maintenance allowance (EMA) childcare and discretionary funds.  

 
10. To receive and review student feedback on their college experience using a 

range of methods and monitor actions for improvement. 
 

11. To receive and consider an annual report on services to support the student 
experience which will incorporate safeguarding.  

 
12. To receive and consider a Student Satisfaction Annual Report. 

 
13. To receive and consider the Committee’s extract from the current version of 

the Corporate Risk Register and to advise the Audit Committee accordingly. 
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14. To receive and consider Internal Audit reports as they relate to the remit of the 

Committee.   
 

Authority 
The Committee is authorised to investigate any matters which fall within its 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires 
from any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy 
and legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Committee may further decide on the 
business of the meeting that will be fully published on the College website, 
should this differ from that recorded on the meeting agenda.  Unless 
otherwise recorded, it would be expected that complete minutes and papers 
will be published: except where the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these 
Standing Orders apply. 
 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Committee by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the appropriate executive management 
representative for checking and then to the Chair of the Committee for 
consideration.  It is expected that minutes will be checked timeously and any 
amendments advised to the Board Governance Professional. 
 
The Chair of the Committee shall report on the work and recommendations of 
the Committee to the next scheduled Board meeting for information/approval 
and submit confirmed Committee minutes to the first meeting of the Board 
immediately following their approval. 
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3.5 Performance Review and Remuneration Committee Terms of Reference 
 

Introduction 
The Performance Review and Remuneration Committee is identified as a 
Committee of the Ayrshire College Board of Management.  The approved 
Terms of Reference and information on the composition and frequency of the 
Committee will be considered as an integral part of the College Standing 
Orders. 
 
The Committee will be a Standing Committee of the Board of Management. 
For the purposes of the Terms of Reference, unless otherwise indicated ‘The 
Board’ means the Ayrshire College Board of Management. 

 
Remit 
The Committee will be responsible for overseeing all matters related to 
Performance Review and Remuneration of those members of staff whose 
remuneration consideration lies outwith the scope of the National Recognition 
and Procedures Agreement (NRPA) and provide assurance to the Board on 
all such matters. In undertaking its deliberations, the Committee should take 
evidence from a range of sources. In particular, students and staff should 
have a role in contributing views/evidence to the Committee as appropriate.  
 
The Board Chair will report on the performance of the Principal and make 
recommendations in relation to the Principal’s remuneration accordingly. 
There is no requirement for the Chair to bring proposals relating to the 
Principal’s progression on the incremental scale to the Committee, as the 
Principal’s progression will be included in the annual monitoring report.  

 
For all other staff whom the Committee has responsibility for considering 
performance and remuneration, reporting and recommendations will be the 
responsibility of the Principal. 
 
Committee Membership 
The Committee shall be chaired by an appropriate Board Member appointed 
by the Board on the recommendation of the Chair and membership will be the 
Board Chair, The Board Vice Chair, the Chairs of the Board Committees and 
the Senior Independent Member (SIM). At the discretion of the Board Chair, in 
discussion with the Chair of the Committee, additional members may be 
added from time to time with the approval of the Committee. The Principal 
may not be a member of this Committee.  
 
The Principal shall be in attendance for the Committee except where 
discussions relate to their Performance and Remuneration. 
 
The Committee membership will be reviewed annually by the Board, taking 
account of the remaining terms of office of the Committee members. 
 
Quorum 
50% of the total membership of the Committee will constitute a quorum. 
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Attendance 
The Committee may co-opt additional individuals as appropriate. Details of 
proposed co-opted individuals will be notified to the Chair of the Board in 
advance.  The role, remit and term of membership of individuals will be 
determined by the Committee. 
 
The Committee may invite other persons to attend meetings of the Committee 
to provide information and reports as appropriate. 
 
Meetings 
The Committee shall meet as appropriate, but not less than once per 
academic year. Meetings should coincide with pay review outcomes and 
performance review outcomes. 
 
Any member of the Committee may convene additional meetings of the 
Committee as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working days’ 
notice to the Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
 
The Committee Chair will instruct the Board Governance Professional to call 
meetings of the Committee.  The agenda and supporting papers will normally 
be made available to members at least five working days before the day of the 
meeting. 

 
Where a progression on the incremental scale for an individual is routine and 
allied to confirmation of satisfactory performance by the appropriate line 
manager, the increment will be awarded timeously and without immediate 
reference to this Committee. In order to ensure the Committee retains an 
oversight of these matters, a monitoring report will be brought annually to the 
Committee confirming the increments awarded and that these were confirmed 
by the appropriate named line manager. 

 
By exception, where a progression on the incremental scale for an individual 
was not routine, i.e., where the appropriate line manager did not confirm 
satisfactory performance over the previous year or another concern had been 
raised, the matter, together with a rationale for the decision, will be referred 
immediately to this Committee for consideration.  

 
Reports on the performance of the Principal, Vice Principals and Directors 
continue to be brought to this Committee as a part of the evidence base for 
the application of any pay uplift being awarded to those staff whose salaries 
are the responsibility of this Committee and who are not covered included in 
the NRPA2.  

 
Where no nationally negotiated pay uplift had been agreed in any given 
academic year for those staff included within the NRPA, the Committee would 
meet annually in any case, normally in the 4th quarter, to receive reports on 

 
2 The National Recognition and Procedures Agreement (NRPA) covers all staff other than the Principal, Vice 
Principals and Directors. Those staff included in the NRPA will automatically receive any nationally negotiated 
pay uplift. This Committee considers whether such pay uplift should be applied to the non-NRPA staff and will 
consider performance reports as a part of the decision-making process. 
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the performance of the staff for which it is responsible and to receive the 
annual monitoring report on incremental progression awards. 

 
Ad-hoc meetings of the Committee may be necessary where NRPA uplift was 
agreed outwith the annual meeting in the 4th quarter.  It was also noted that 
when each individual reached the top of their incremental scale, contracted 
incremental progression would cease. 

 
Duties 

1. To discuss the Performance of those members of staff who are not 
included within the scope of the NRPA in line with the College’s 
Performance Review frameworks. 

 
2. To agree remuneration for those members of staff who are not included 

within the scope of the NRPA. 
 

3. To receive an annual monitoring report on the contractual incremental 
progression of staff for whom this Committee has remunerative 
responsibility and oversight. 

 
4. To consider, by exception, any recommendation that a member of staff 

for whom this Committee has remunerative responsibility and oversight 
be not progressed on their incremental scale, together with the 
rationale for this recommendation. 

 
5. To consider applications from individuals who were outwith the scope 

of the NRPA and who were in the employ of the College at the effective 
date of a National Bargaining pay award, but who left their College 
employment prior to a decision being taken to implement and backdate 
the agreement/pay award.  Consideration will be based on the receipt 
of a request in writing from the individual concerned. As a general 
principle, and subject to confirmation of satisfactory performance and 
all other matters being in order, it is expected that any former member 
of staff would normally be treated in the same manner as current staff 
in terms of a payment being made.  

 
6. To take account of any advice given by the Scottish Funding Council in 

terms of remuneration. 
 

7. To take account of any guidance issued by the Treasury or other 
relevant Government bodies on public sector salaries. 

 
8. To consider benchmarking information across the Sector and job 

evaluation processes as appropriate in determining remuneration 
strategies for staff out with the scope of the NRPA. 

 
9. To report to the Board of Management on remuneration policies for 

staff out with the scope of the NRPA. 
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Authority 
The Committee is authorised to investigate any matters which fall within its 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires 
from any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy 
and legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Committee may further decide on the 
business of the meeting that can be published on the College website, should 
this differ from that recorded on the meeting agenda.  Unless otherwise 
recorded, it would be expected that complete minutes and papers will not be 
published: as per the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these Standing 
Orders. 

 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Committee by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the appropriate executive management 
representative for checking and then to the Chair of the Committee for 
consideration.  It is expected that minutes will be checked timeously, and any 
amendments advised to the Board Governance Professional. 

 
The Chair of the Committee shall report on the work of the Committee to the 
next scheduled Board meeting for information/approval. 
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3.6  Search and Nomination Committee Terms of Reference 
 

Introduction 
The Search and Nomination Committee is identified as a Committee of the 
Ayrshire College Board of Management.  The approved Terms of Reference 
and information on the composition and frequency of the Committee will be 
considered as an integral part of the College Standing Orders. 
 
The Committee will be a Standing Committee of the Board of Management.  
For the purposes of the Terms of Reference, unless otherwise indicated, ‘The 
Board’ means the Ayrshire College Board of Management. 
 
Remit 
The Committee will be responsible for the recruitment and recommendation of 
new members and consider re-appointment of current members of the Board 
of Management.  
 
For the avoidance of doubt, all approval of membership rests with the Board 
of Management and then Scottish Ministers.  
 
Committee Membership 
The Committee shall be chaired by the Chair of the Board, and membership 
will include all Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Board of Committees. When 
considering new appointments to the Board, the Committee will also include 
an external member who will be a full member of the Committee. The 
appointment of the external will be approved by the Board.3 The Principal may 
not be a member of this Committee.  
 
Quorum 
50% of the total membership of the Committee will constitute a quorum. 
 
Attendance 
The Committee may co-opt additional individuals as appropriate.  Details of 
proposed co-opted individuals will be notified to the Chair of the Board in 
advance.  The role, remit and term of membership of co-opted individuals will 
be determined by the Committee. 
 
Meetings 
The Committee shall meet as required in accordance with the remit. 
 
Any member of the Committee may convene additional meetings of the 
Committee as and when required by giving a minimum of ten working days’ 
notice to the Board Governance Professional to call a meeting. 
 
The Committee Chair will instruct the Secretary to the Board of Management 
to call meetings of the Committee.   

 
3 The Board is required to co-opt an appropriate independent person, external to Ayrshire College, to play a full 
role in the recruitment and recommendation of new Board Members to Scottish Ministers   
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The agenda and supporting papers will normally be made available to 
members at least five working days before the day of the meeting. 
 
Duties 
1. To ensure that the advertisement of vacancies for Board Members uses a 

wide range of media and targets, specifically, communities which may be 
under-represented on the Board. 

 
2. To recruit and provide recommendations to the Board of Management 

and, following Board Approval, Scottish Ministers on the appointment and 
reappointment of Board Members. 

 
3. The Committee will give due regard to issues of equality, diversity, 

demography and opportunity in any appointments recommended. 
 

4. The Committee shall conduct the search and nomination processes in a 
fair, equitable and non-discriminatory manner.  

 
5. The Committee shall develop and monitor procedures for the appointment, 

reappointment, induction and governance arrangements of Board 
Members. 

 
Authority 
The Committee is authorised to investigate any matters which fall within its 
Terms of Reference. 
 
The Committee is authorised to seek and obtain any information it requires 
from any senior manager or employee of the College, its advisors or member 
of the Ayrshire College Board of Management whilst taking account of policy 
and legal rights and responsibilities. 
 
Reporting Arrangements 
At the end of each meeting, the Committee may further decide on the 
business of the meeting that will be fully published on the College website, 
should this differ from that recorded on the meeting agenda.  Unless 
otherwise recorded, it would be expected that complete minutes and papers 
will be published: except where the exclusions listed in paragraph 2.8 of these 
Standing Orders apply. 
 
Minutes will be kept of the proceedings of the Committee by the Board 
Governance Professional.  These will be circulated, in draft form normally 
within ten working days to the appropriate executive management 
representative for checking and then to the Chair of the Committee for 
consideration.  It is expected that minutes will be checked timeously and any 
amendments advised to the Board Governance Professional. 
 
The Chair of the Committee shall report on the work of the Committee to the 
next scheduled Board meeting for information/approval and submit confirmed 
Committee minutes to the first meeting of the Board immediately following 
their approval. 
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Section 4: Standing Orders – Scheme of Delegation  
 
Principles 
 
4.1 General 
 

In order for Colleges to operate effectively, the Board of Management must 
delegate authority to the Chair, Committees and relevant staff to undertake 
various responsibilities.  These delegated authorities must be documented in 
a Scheme of Delegation.   

 
It should be noted that legislation does not allow for delegation to Board 
members other than the Chair. Therefore, any responsibilities normally 
undertaken by other individuals e.g. the Vice Chair of the Board/Senior 
Independent Member, should not be documented in this Scheme.  (The 
Principal is a member of staff as well as a Board member and can therefore 
be delegated authority.) 

 
When delegating authority, the Board should remember that, whilst it can 
delegate the performance of its functions, the Board itself retains overall 
responsibility and accountability. It is therefore essential that the Board has 
the appropriate checks and balances in place to ensure that functions are 
being exercised effectively and appropriately and in accordance with the 
delegated authority. 

 
When delegating authority, the Board must have due regard to legislation and 
terms and conditions of grant (including in relation to its Financial 
Memorandum, the Scottish Public Finance Manual, the Code of Good 
Governance for Scotland’s Colleges).    
 
The Scheme of Delegation should also take account of internal documents 
e.g. financial regulations and which set out levels of delegation relating to 
financial or other matters. 

 
4.2 Authority Reserved to the Board 
 

For clarity, the Board must set out a list of decisions it requires or wishes to 
retain responsibility for e.g. approval of Annual Accounts.  It is acceptable for 
these items to be discussed by other Committees first (e.g. in the case of 
Annual Accounts, the Business, Resources and Infrastructure Committee may 
look at the detail and make a recommendation to the Board for their 
approval), but the final approval or decision must be considered by the Board 
as a whole. 

 
4.3   Delegation to Committees 
 

The Board may establish Committees for any purpose and any such 
Committee may appoint Sub Committees. 
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In accordance with the Code of Good Governance for Scotland’s Colleges, 
the minimum Committees required are Audit, Remuneration, Finance and 
Nominations/Appointments. The Board must consider which Committees 
would be most useful to support the volume of business it undertakes.  Where 
in-depth scrutiny of particular issues is required, it may be useful to have a 
Committee with members with the appropriate skills to do this, who can then 
present a summary of this to the full Board.  The requirements for Committees 
are likely to vary between Colleges and apart from the minimum Committees 
specified above, it is for the Board to determine what would be most useful.  
 
Each Committee must have a remit or terms of reference which sets out the 
membership, frequency of meetings, duties and responsibilities of the 
Committee.  The Board must approve the remit and any subsequent changes 
to the remit prior to their implementation. 
 
It may be useful to append the approved remits or terms of reference for the 
Committees to the Scheme of Delegation. 

 
4.4  Delegation to Chair of Board 
 

The Board should delegate authority to the Chair of the Board to deal with 
issues on behalf of the Board between meetings and in their role as line 
manager of the Principal and the Board Governance Professional.  These 
delegations must not contradict other documents in place or the terms and 
conditions of appointment of the Chair issued by the Scottish Ministers (or the 
Regional Strategic Body). 

 
4.5 Delegation to Staff 
 

The Board may delegate authority to any member of staff.  In most cases, 
delegation is to the Principal (who in turn delegates to the Senior 
Management team and other staff) and the Board Governance Professional. 

 
Any authority delegated to staff must be subject to the strategic and policy 
direction by the Board and the terms of any authority reserved to the Board. 

 
It is essential that the Board delegates responsibility to the Principal in order 
to ensure the efficient day-to-day running of the College.  These 
responsibilities should be listed and should include responsibilities relating to 
curriculum, quality, teaching and learning, appointment and management of 
staff.   
 
Delegation may be given to the Board Governance Professional relating to 
issuing and publishing of Board papers; acting as returning officer for the 
appointment of staff elections to the Board; acting as Standards Officer etc. 
 
The Scheme of Delegation should determine arrangements that will be put in 
place in the event that the Principal and/or Board Governance Professional 
are absent. 
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Scheme of Delegation of the Board of Management of Ayrshire 
College (“the Board”) – Approved by the Board on 14 December 
2017  
 
4.6 Preamble  
 

In accordance with paragraph 12(4) of the Further and Higher Education 
(Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”) a board may delegate the performance 
of any of their functions to their chair, to any Committee appointed by them or 
to any member of their staff. 
 
In accordance with paragraph C.8 of the Code of Good Governance for 
Scotland’s Colleges (“the Code”) delegation of responsibilities from, and 
matters reserved to, the Board and its Committee must be clarified through a 
Scheme of Delegation including the functions delegated by the Board to the 
Chair, Committees, the Principal and the Board Governance Professional. 
 
This Scheme of Delegation must be approved by the Board before it comes 
into effect, and any subsequent amendments must also be approved by the 
Board.   

 
4.7 Authority Reserved to the Board  
  
4.7.1 Whilst initial discussion or consideration may take place by Committees or 

individuals, the Board reserves making decisions on the following matters to 
itself: 

 
I. determining the objectives of the Board 

  
II. final approval of the College’s Strategic Plan and Regional Outcome 

Agreement 
 

III. approval of the year-end Annual Report and Accounts 
 

IV. approval of the Annual Budget 
 

V. final consideration of the Annual Audit Report 
 

VI. approval of the Strategic Risk Register 
 

VII. acquisition and disposal of heritable property, subject to approval of the 
Scottish Funding Council 
 

VIII. appointment of Board members, in accordance with the 1992 Act and 
the College Sector Board Appointments: 2014 Guidance 

 
IX. appointment and removal of the Principal 
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X. appointment and removal of the Board Governance Professional (in 
accordance with paragraph D.13 of the Code) 

 
XI. approval of terms and conditions of appointment of Board members 

 
XII. approval of the Students’ Association constitution and the election 

regulations for student officers 
 

XIII. delegation of functions of the Board including remits of Committees and 
this Scheme of Delegation 
 

XIV. the making, amendment and revocation of the Standing Orders of the 
Board. 

 
4.8 Delegation to Committees 
 
4.8.1  In accordance with paragraph 13 of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act, the Board 

may establish Committees for any purpose and any such Committee may 
appoint Sub Committees.   
 

4.8.2 In accordance with paragraph C.8 of the Code, the minimum Committees 
required are Audit, Remuneration, Finance and Nominations/Appointments. 
 

4.8.3 Each Committee and Sub Committee shall have a clearly defined remit which 
shall set out the duties and responsibilities delegated.  The remit must be 
approved by the Board.  The Committee may suggest amendments to the 
remit, but any amendments must be approved by the Board before they are 
implemented. 
 

4.8.4 The Board may delegate functions to a specific Committee, and this shall be 
clearly detailed within the minutes of the appropriate meeting. 
 

4.8.5 The Board reserves the right to review the Committees required and the 
authority delegated to them as and when it deems it appropriate to do so. 
 

4.8.6 The minutes of each Committee meeting will be submitted to the Board for 
information at the next appropriate meeting.  In addition, the Committee Chair 
shall give an update to the Board on key issues where requested to do so. 

 
4.9 Delegation to Chair of the Board 
 
4.9.1 The Chair must abide by the terms and conditions of their appointment in 

leading the Board and ensuring its effectiveness, and in exercising any 
delegated authority.  The Chair has delegated authority to: 

 
I. exercise judgement in the event of a need for an urgent decision during 

the period between Board meetings, such that. 
 

II. an extraordinary Board meeting is called in the case of material 
decisions. 
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III. a proposal is circulated, and a decision is approved by email (in 

accordance  with the Standing Orders) and is thereafter homologated 
at the next Board meeting. 

 
4.9.2 on behalf of the Board, sign and date the College’s Annual Report and 

Accounts, after Board approval, and other documents as may be required. 
 
4.9.3 represent the Board within the College and externally. 
 
4.9.4 issue communications on behalf of the Board in whatever form is appropriate, 

both within and out with the College.  
 
4.9.5 monitor, review and record the Principal’s performance at least annually 

against performance measures agreed by the Board. 
 
4.9.6 monitor, review and record the Board Governance Professional’s performance 

at least annually against performance measures agreed by the Board. 
 
4.9.7 ensure each Board member participates in an annual development meeting, 

facilitated either by the Chair or Vice Chair as appropriate. 
 
4.9.8 initiate action further to a decision of the Board to take disciplinary action 

against, or suspend, the Principal or Board Governance Professional. 
 
4.9.9 initiate action further to a decision of the Board to appoint a new Principal or 

Board Governance Professional. 
 
4.10 Delegation to the Principal 
 

The Principal, as Chief Executive of the College, shall be responsible for the 
operational management of the College subject to strategic and policy 
direction by the Board and the terms of any specific authority reserved to the 
Board.   The Principal may in turn delegate tasks as appropriate to staff, 
including the Board Governance Professional. The Principal has delegated 
authority to: 

 
4.10.1 General Management 
 

I. as appropriate, take such measures as may be required in 
emergencies, subject to advising the Chair where possible and 
homologation at the appropriate Committee or to the Board as soon as 
possible thereafter, on any items for which approval of the Committee 
or the Board would normally be necessary. 
 

II. facilitate the management of the College and its provision of services 
within the framework determined by the College’s Strategic Plan and 
Regional Outcome Agreement, the approved budget, and any other 
policies and strategies determined by the Board. 
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III. consult on behalf of the Board with representatives from key 
organisations, local and national, about the priorities contained within 
the College’s Strategic Plan and Regional Outcome Agreement prior to 
final approval by the Board.  

 
IV. respond on behalf of the Board to consultative documents that may be 

sent to the College by the Scottish Government, the Scottish Funding 
Council or other external agencies. 

 
V. incur expenditure in making visits and the provision of reasonable 

hospitality to representatives of other Colleges, organisations and 
companies, taking into account the principles of the Bribery Act 2010. 

 
VI. give a direction in special circumstances that any member of staff shall 

not exercise a delegated function. 
 
VII. take out membership of and attend meetings of outside bodies and 

professional associations where it is compatible with the duties of 
Principal and in the interests of the College to do so. 

 
VIII. authorise the issue of press releases for publication and broadcasting 

on behalf of the College. 
 
IX. authorise the publication of any document on behalf of the College. 

 
X. engage the services of outside persons, firms or organisations and 

enter into contracts and sign all deeds and other documents binding 
the Board for all purposes except those where the power to engage 
such services is delegated to a Committee or is reserved to the Board. 

 
XI. raise funds for and supply them to any of the activities which the Board 

has power to undertake. 
 
XII. provide courses as required by outside agencies and negotiate 

appropriate charges for these. 
 

XIII. determine the dates of the College holidays and other details of the 
College’s academic calendar. 

 
XIV. appoint a senior member of staff to deputise for the Principal during 

periods of planned absence. 
 
4.10.2 Staff Management 
 

I. determine an appropriate staff structure for the College consistent with 
the conditions of employment that currently apply after consultation and 
where appropriate, negotiation with representatives of recognised trade 
unions. 
  



49  

II. consult and negotiate with representatives of recognised trade unions 
on behalf of the Board. 

 
III. establish procedures for the appointment of College staff in 

circumstances where the power to appoint has not been delegated to a 
Committee or is not reserved to the Board. 

 
IV. supervise, manage and deploy staff within the College and arrange 

appropriate induction and training for College staff. 
 

V. establish procedures for taking disciplinary action against College staff 
up to and including dismissal subject to complying with the policies laid 
down by the Board. 

 
VI. grant unpaid leave of absence to any member of College staff in 

accordance with the relevant policies laid down by the Board. 
 
VII. represent the Board in negotiating and implementing conditions of 

service in relation to relevant College staff, including participation in 
national collective bargaining. 

 
VIII. approve the secondment of College staff to external agencies in 

accordance with relevant policies laid down by the Board and to 
approve the appointment, where necessary, of a temporary 
replacement for the duration of the secondment. 

 
IX. in exceptional circumstances, agree individual severance 

arrangements with staff, taking into account limits set by the Scottish 
Funding Council and functions delegated to the Board or a Committee.  

 
X. establish any other procedures required for the orderly management of 

College staff. 
 
4.10.3 Student Management 
 

I. arrange for the provision of appropriate curriculum and support 
services for students and clients. 
 

II. administer, in accordance with any policy determined by the Scottish 
Government or the Scottish Funding Council or the Board the 
disbursement of monies to students attending the College. 

 
III. administer, in accordance with any policy of the Board, the provision of 

financial or other assistance to students of the College. 
 
IV. set and amend as necessary the level of tuition fees, examination 

expenses, maintenance and contribution scales for all courses offered 
by the College and to waive or grant remission of such fees or 
expenses in special cases within guidelines set by the Board. 
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V. authorise students and to make grants to students, to enable them to 
attend courses and conferences, and to undertake educational visits 
and excursions within the UK or abroad, within approved budgets and 
policies of the Board. 

 
VI. take appropriate disciplinary action including exclusion, against 

students in accordance with any policies of the Board. 
 
VII. provide financial or other assistance to the Students’ Association of the 

College within the terms approved by the Board. 
 
4.10.4 Property Management 
 

I. allocate accommodation within the College in order to meet student 
and staff needs and to arrange for any necessary alterations or 
adaptations to College property. 
 

II. apply to the appropriate authority for any necessary statutory consents. 
 

 
III. grant any way leave or servitude over property of the College on such 

terms as may be appropriate. 
 

IV. grant the use of College accommodation to outside bodies or persons 
for the purpose of holding meetings and functions on such terms and 
conditions as are reasonable in the circumstances. 

 
4.10.5 Financial Management 
 

I. take personal responsibility for ensuring the proper and effective 
operation of financial, planning and management controls, and for 
giving effect to the Board’s policies for securing the efficient, 
economical and effective management of all the College’s income, 
assets and expenditure. This includes agreeing Board approved 
budgetary limits. 
 

II. act at all times in compliance with the Financial Memorandum, 
Conditions of Grant, Scottish Public Finance Manual and to follow the 
College’s Financial Regulations,  taking particular account of the 
delegated financial limits. 

 
III. enter into and negotiate contracts and other binding arrangements for 

the supply of goods and services (whether bought, leased, hired or 
otherwise acquired) to the  College or to authorise another to enter into 
such contracts up to a value of the relevant EU Procurement threshold 
or Board approved budgetary limits and all in accordance with the 
College’s financial regulations. 

 
IV. terminate contracts when it is in the best interests of the College to do 

so. 
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V. check the financial standing of potential contractors. 
 
VI. dispose of assets up to the value of the delegated financial limit as set 

out in the Finance Regulations and in line with the requirements of the 
Scottish Public Finance Manual. 

VII. administer any educational endowment which transferred to and vested 
in the Board in terms of Section 19(1) of the 1992 Act. 

 
VIII. take out any necessary insurances to protect the interests of the 

College. 
 
IX. settle any claims whether or not such claims are insured or whether or 

not a court action has been raised. 
 

X. spend public funds only for the purposes for which they were given and 
in accordance with any terms and conditions attached to them. 

 
XI. arrange for the presentation to the Board for approval an Annual 

Budget of income and expenditure, including revenue and capital, and 
to give regular updates on income and expenditure account, balance 
sheet and cash flow statement. 

 
XII. arrange for the preparation, audit and presentation to the Board of 

Accounts following the end of each financial year in compliance with 
the requirements of the Accounts Direction and encompassing Audit 
Scotland and the Scottish Funding Council instruction. 

 
XIII. report to the Scottish Funding Council should the Board adopt a policy 

or commission an action which is incompatible with the terms of the 
Financial Memorandum or the Scottish Public Finance Manual, or 
which would infringe on the requirements of propriety or regularity, and 
report to the Board in writing on such matters being considered and 
advise the Board that, should it wish to choose to continue with the 
policy or action, then as Accounting Officer he or she must report the 
Board’s intentions to the Scottish Funding Council in writing. 

 
4.10.6 Absence of the Principal 
 

I. In the absence of the Principal, the Executive Team shall ensure that 
the essential functions and delegated authorities of the Principal are 
carried out with due regard to any relevant provisions of the Financial 
Memorandum with Fundable Bodies in the College Sector. 
 

II. After a period of four weeks’ unplanned continuous absence of the 
Principal, the Board shall designate a Vice Principal as the accountable 
officer for the duration of the Principal’s absence, ensuring that the 
Scottish Funding Council is advised of such absence at the earliest 
opportunity. 
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4.10.7 Delegation to the Board Governance Professional 
 

The Board Governance Professional has delegated authority to: 
 

I. administer, circulate, retain and publish as appropriate the records of 
all Board and Committee business. 

 
II. undertake appropriate actions to ensure that the Board is sufficiently 

informed of its obligations as defined in legislation, the terms and 
conditions of grant, the Scottish Public Finance Manual, the Code and 
the Standing Orders. 

 
III. administer staff elections to the Board and act as returning officer. 

 
IV. act as Standards Officer in accordance with Advice on the Role of a 

Standards Officer (issued by the Standards Commission for Scotland). 
 

V. in accordance with the Code, report any unresolved concerns about 
the governance of a body to the relevant funding body (i.e. the Scottish 
Funding Council) 

 
4.10.8 Absence of the Board Governance Professional 
 
 In the absence of the Board Governance Professional, the Board shall agree 

temporary arrangements that can be put in place either by appointing a staff 
member to fulfil the delegated functions, or by making such other 
arrangements as may be required. 

 
4.10.9 Previous Schemes 
 
 This Scheme of Delegation replaces any versions previously approved by the 

Board.  
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Section 5: Standing Orders – Board of Management Code of 
Conduct: approved by the Board of Management, June 2022 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF MANAGEMENT OF 
AYRSHIRE COLLEGE 
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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION TO THE CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
1.1 This Code has been issued by the Scottish Ministers, with the approval of 
the Scottish Parliament, as required by the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2000 (the “Act”). 
 
1.2 The purpose of the Code is to set out the conduct expected of those who 
serve on the boards of public bodies in Scotland.  
 
1.3 The Code has been developed in line with the nine key principles of public life 
in Scotland. The principles are listed in Section 2 and set out how the provisions of the 
Code should be interpreted and applied in practice.  
 
My Responsibilities 
 
1.4 I understand that the public has a high expectation of those who serve on the 
boards of public bodies and the way in which they should conduct themselves in 
undertaking their duties. I will always seek to meet those expectations by ensuring 
that I conduct myself in accordance with the Code. 
 
1.5 I will comply with the substantive provisions of this Code, being sections 3 to 6 
inclusive, in all situations and at all times where I am acting as a board member of my 
public body, have referred to myself as a board member or could objectively be 
considered to be acting as a board member. 
 
1.6 I will comply with the substantive provisions of this Code, being sections 3 to 6 
inclusive, in all my dealings with the public, employees and fellow board members, 
whether formal or informal. 
 
1.7 I understand that it is my personal responsibility to be familiar with the 
provisions of this Code and that I must also comply with the law and my public body’s 
rules, standing orders and regulations. I will also ensure that I am familiar with any 
guidance or advice notes issued by the Standards Commission for Scotland 
(“Standards Commission”) and my public body, and endeavour to take part in any 
training offered on the Code. 
 
1.8 I will not, at any time, advocate or encourage any action contrary to this Code.  
 
1.9 I understand that no written information, whether in the Code itself or the 
associated Guidance or Advice Notes issued by the Standards Commission, can 
provide for all circumstances. If I am uncertain about how the Code applies, I will seek 
advice from   the Standards Officer of my public body, failing whom the Chair or Chief 
Executive of my public body. I note that I may also choose to seek external legal 
advice on how to interpret the provisions of the Code.   
 
Enforcement 
 
1.10 Part 2 of the Act sets out the provisions for dealing with alleged breaches of 
the Code, including the sanctions that can be applied if the Standards Commission 
finds that there has been a breach of the Code.  More information on how complaints 
are dealt with and the sanctions available can be found at Annex A. 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/7/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/7/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/7/contents
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SECTION 2: KEY PRINCIPLES OF THE MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
2.1 The Code has been based on the following key principles of public life. I will 
behave in accordance with these principles and understand that they should be used 
for guidance and interpreting the provisions in the Code. 
 

2.2 I note that a breach of one or more of the key principles does not in itself 
amount to a breach of the Code. I note that, for a breach of the Code to be found, 
there must also be a contravention of one or more of the provisions in sections 3 to 6 
inclusive of the Code. 
 
The key principles are: 
 

Duty 
I have a duty to uphold the law and act in accordance with the law and the public 
trust placed in me.  I have a duty to act in the interests of the public body of which 
I am a member and in accordance with the core functions and duties of that body. 
 
Selflessness 
I have a duty to take decisions solely in terms of public interest. I must not act in 
order to gain financial or other material benefit for myself, family or friends. 
 
Integrity 
I must not place myself under any financial, or other, obligation to any individual or 
organisation that might reasonably be thought to influence me in the performance of 
my duties. 
 
Objectivity 
I must make decisions solely on merit and in a way that is consistent with the 
functions of my public body when carrying out public business including making 
appointments, awarding contracts or recommending individuals for rewards and 
benefits. 
 
Accountability and Stewardship 
I am accountable to the public for my decisions and actions. I have a duty to 
consider issues on their merits, taking account of the views of others and I must 
ensure that my public body uses its resources prudently and in accordance with 
the law. 
 
Openness 
I have a duty to be as open as possible about my decisions and actions, giving 
reasons for my decisions and restricting information only when the wider public 
interest clearly demands. 
 
Honesty 
I have a duty to act honestly. I must declare any private interests relating to my 
public duties and take steps to resolve any conflicts arising in a way that protects 
the public interest. 
 
Leadership 
I have a duty to promote and support these principles by leadership and example, 
and to maintain and strengthen the public’s trust and confidence in the integrity of 
my public body and its members in conducting public business. 
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Respect 
I must respect all other board members and all employees of my public body and 
the role they play, treating them with courtesy at all times. Similarly, I must respect 
members of the public when performing my duties as a board member. 
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SECTION 3: GENERAL CONDUCT 
 
Respect and Courtesy 
 
3.1 I will treat everyone with courtesy and respect. This includes in person, 
in writing, at meetings, when I am online and when I am using social media. 
 

3.2 I will not discriminate unlawfully on the basis of race, age, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender reassignment, disability, religion or belief, marital status or 
pregnancy/maternity; I will advance equality of opportunity and seek to foster 
good relations between different people. 
 
3.3 I will not engage in any conduct that could amount to bullying or harassment 
(which includes sexual harassment). I accept that such conduct is completely  
unacceptable and will be considered to be a breach of this Code. 
 
3.4 I accept that disrespect, bullying and harassment can be: 
 

a) a one-off incident,  
b) part of a cumulative course of conduct; or 
c) a pattern of behaviour.  

 
3.5 I understand that how, and in what context, I exhibit certain behaviours can 
be as important as what I communicate, given that disrespect, bullying and 
harassment can be physical, verbal and non-verbal conduct. 
 
3.6 I accept that it is my responsibility to understand what constitutes bullying 
and harassment and I will utilise resources, including the Standards Commission’s 
guidance and advice notes, my public body’s policies and training material (where 
appropriate) to ensure that my knowledge and understanding is up to date. 
 
3.7 Except where it is written into my role as Board member, and / or at the 
invitation of the Chief Executive, I will not become involved in operational 
management of my public body. I acknowledge and understand that operational 
management is the responsibility of the Chief Executive and Executive Team. 
 
3.8 I will not undermine any individual employee or group of employees, or raise 
concerns about their performance, conduct or capability in public. I will raise any 
concerns I have on such matters in private with senior management as appropriate.  
 
3.9 I will not take, or seek to take, unfair advantage of my position in my dealings 
with employees of my public body or bring any undue influence to bear on 
employees to take a certain action. I will not ask or direct employees to do something 
which I know, or should reasonably know, could compromise them or prevent them 
from undertaking their duties properly and appropriately. 
 
3.10 I will respect and comply with rulings from the Chair during meetings of: 
 

a) my public body, its committees; and 
b) any outside organisations that I have been appointed or nominated to by 

my public body or on which I represent my public body. 
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3.11 I will respect the principle of collective decision-making and corporate   
responsibility. This means that once the Board has made a decision, I will support 
that decision, even if I did not agree with it or vote for it. 
 
Remuneration, Allowances and Expenses 
 
3.12 I will comply with the rules, and the policies of my public body, on the 
payment of remuneration, allowances and expenses. 
 
Gifts and Hospitality 
 
3.13 I understand that I may be offered gifts (including money raised via 
crowdfunding or sponsorship), hospitality, material benefits or services (“gift or 
hospitality”) that may be reasonably regarded by a member of the public with 
knowledge of the relevant facts as placing me under an improper obligation or being 
capable of influencing my judgement. 
 
3.14 I will never ask for or seek any gift or hospitality. 
 
3.15 I will refuse any gift or hospitality, unless it is: 
 

a) a minor item or token of modest intrinsic value offered on an infrequent 
basis; 

b) a gift being offered to my public body; 
c) hospitality which would reasonably be associated with my duties as a 

board member; or 
d) hospitality which has been approved in advance by my public body. 

 
3.16 I will consider whether there could be a reasonable perception that any gift 
or hospitality received by a person or body connected to me could or would influence 
my judgement. 
 
3.17 I will not allow the promise of money or other financial advantage to induce  
me to act improperly in my role as a board member. I accept that the money or  
advantage (including any gift or hospitality) does not have to be given to me directly.  
The offer of monies or advantages to others, including community groups, may 

amount  
to bribery, if the intention is to induce me to improperly perform a function. 
 
3.18 I will never accept any gift or hospitality from any individual or applicant who  
is awaiting a decision from, or seeking to do business with, my public body. 
 
3.19 If I consider that declining an offer of a gift would cause offence, I will accept  
it and hand it over to my public body at the earliest possible opportunity and ask for it  
to be registered. 
 
3.20 I will promptly advise my public body’s Standards Officer if I am offered (but  
refuse) any gift or hospitality of any significant value and / or if I am offered any gift  
or hospitality from the same source on a repeated basis, so that my public body can  
monitor this. 
 
3.21 I will familiarise myself with the terms of the Bribery Act 2010, which provides 
for offences of bribing another person and offences relating to being bribed. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/23/contents
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Confidentiality 
 
3.22 I will not disclose confidential information or information which should 
reasonably be regarded as being of a confidential or private nature, without the 
express consent of a person or body authorised to give such consent, or unless 
required to do so by law. I note that if I cannot obtain such express consent, I 
should assume it is not given. 
 
3.23 I accept that confidential information can include discussions, documents, 
and information which is not yet public or never intended to be public, and 
information deemed confidential by statute. 
 
3.24 I will only use confidential information to undertake my duties as a board 
member. I will not use it in any way for personal advantage or to discredit my public 
body (even if my personal view is that the information should be publicly available).  
 
3.25 I note that these confidentiality requirements do not apply to protected 
whistleblowing disclosures made to the prescribed persons and bodies as identified 
in statute. 
 
Use of Public Body Resources 
 
3.26 I will only use my public body’s resources, including employee assistance, 
facilities, stationery and IT equipment, for carrying out duties on behalf of the public 
body, in accordance with its relevant policies. 
 
3.27 I will not use, or in any way enable others to use, my public body’s 
resources: 
 

a) imprudently (without thinking about the implications or consequences); 
b) unlawfully; 
c) for any political activities or matters relating to these; or 
d) improperly. 

 
Dealing with my Public Body and Preferential Treatment 
 
3.28 I will not use, or attempt to use, my position or influence as a board member  
to: 
 

a) improperly confer on or secure for myself, or others, an advantage;  
b) avoid a disadvantage for myself, or create a disadvantage for others or 
c) improperly seek preferential treatment or access for myself or others.  
 

3.29 I will avoid any action which could lead members of the public to believe that 
preferential treatment or access is being sought. 
 
3.30  I will advise employees of any connection, as defined at Section 5, I may 
have to a matter, when seeking information or advice or responding to a request for 
information or advice from them. 
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Appointments to Outside Organisations 
 
3.31 If I am appointed, or nominated by my public body, as a member of 
another body or organisation, I will abide by the rules of conduct and will act in the 
best interests of that body or organisation while acting as a member of it. I will 
also continue to observe the rules of this Code when carrying out the duties of 
that body or organisation. 
 
3.32 I accept that if I am a director or trustee (or equivalent) of a company or a 
charity, I will be responsible for identifying, and taking advice on, any conflicts of 
interest that may arise between the company or charity and my public body. 
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SECTION 4: REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS 
 
4.1 The following paragraphs set out what I have to register when I am 
appointed and whenever my circumstances change. The register covers my 
current term of appointment.  
 
4.2 I understand that regulations made by the Scottish Ministers describe the 
detail and timescale for registering interests; including a requirement that a board 
member must register their registrable interests within one month of becoming a 
board member, and register any changes to those interests within one month of 
those changes having occurred.  
 
4.3 The interests which I am required to register are those set out in the 
following paragraphs. Other than as required by paragraph 4.23, I understand it 
is not necessary to register the interests of my spouse or cohabitee. 
 
Category One: Remuneration 
 
4.4  I will register any work for which I receive, or expect to receive, payment. 
I have a registrable interest where I receive remuneration by virtue of being:   
 

a) employed; 
b) self-employed; 
c) the holder of an office; 
d) a director of an undertaking; 
e) a partner in a firm;  
f) appointed or nominated by my public body to another body; or 
g) engaged in a trade, profession or vocation or any other work. 

 
4.5 I understand that in relation to 4.4 above, the amount of remuneration does 
not require to be registered. I understand that any remuneration received as a board 
member of this specific public body does not have to be registered. 
 
4.6 I understand that if a position is not remunerated it does not need to be 
registered under this category. However, unremunerated directorships may need to 
be registered under Category Two, “Other Roles”. 
 
4.7 I must register any allowances I receive in relation to membership of 
any organisation under Category One. 
 
4.8 When registering employment as an employee, I must give the full 
name of the employer, the nature of its business, and the nature of the post I 
hold in the organisation. 
 
4.9 When registering remuneration from the categories listed in paragraph 
4.4 (b) to (g) above, I must provide the full name and give details of the nature of 
the business, organisation, undertaking, partnership or other body, as 
appropriate. I recognise that some other employments may be incompatible with 
my role as board member of my public body in terms of paragraph 6.7 of this 
Code. 
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4.10 Where I otherwise undertake a trade, profession or vocation, or any 
other work, the detail to be given is the nature of the work and how often it is 
undertaken.  
 
4.11 When registering a directorship, it is necessary to provide the registered 
name and registered number of the undertaking in which the directorship is held 
and provide information about the nature of its business. 
 
4.12 I understand that registration of a pension is not required as this falls 
outside the scope of the category. 
 
Category Two: Other Roles 
 
4.13 I will register any unremunerated directorships where the body in 
question is a subsidiary or parent company of an undertaking in which I hold a 
remunerated directorship. 
 
4.14 I will register the registered name and registered number of the subsidiary 
or parent company or other undertaking and the nature of its business, and its 
relationship to the company or other undertaking in which I am a director and from 
which I receive remuneration. 
 
Category Three: Contracts 
 
4.15 I have a registerable interest where I (or a firm in which I am a partner, or 
an undertaking in which I am a director or in which I have shares of a value as 
described in paragraph 4.19 below) have made a contract with my public body: 
 

a) under which goods or services are to be provided, or works are to be 
executed; and 

b) which has not been fully discharged. 
 
4.16 I will register a description of the contract, including its duration, but 
excluding the value. 
 
Category Four: Election Expenses 
 
4.17 If I have been elected to my public body, then I will register a description 
of, and statement of, any assistance towards election expenses relating to 
election to my public body. 
 
Category Five: Houses, Land and Buildings 
 

4.18 I have a registrable interest where I own or have any other right or interest 
in houses, land and buildings, which may be significant to, of relevance to, or bear 
upon, the work and operation of my public body. 
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4.19 I accept that, when deciding whether or not I need to register any interest I 
have in houses, land or buildings, the test to be applied is whether a member of the 
public, with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard the interest 
as being so significant that it could potentially affect my responsibilities to my public 
body and to the public, or could influence my actions, speeches or decision-
making. 
 
Category Six: Interest in Shares and Securities 
 
4.20 I have a registerable interest where: 
 

a) I own or have an interest in more than 1% of the issued share capital 
of the company or other body; or 

b) Where, at the relevant date, the market value of any shares and 
securities (in any one specific company or body) that I own or have an 
interest in is greater than £25,000. 

 
Category Seven: Gifts and Hospitality 
 
4.21 I understand the requirements of paragraphs 3.13 to 3.21 regarding gifts and 
hospitality. As I will not accept any gifts or hospitality, other than under the limited 
circumstances allowed, I understand there is no longer the need to register any.    
 

Category Eight: Non–Financial Interests 
 
4.22 I may also have other interests and I understand it is equally important that 
relevant interests such as membership or holding office in other public bodies, 
companies, clubs, societies and organisations such as trades unions and voluntary 
organisations, are registered and described. In this context, I understand non-
financial interests are those which members of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts might reasonably think could influence my actions, speeches, votes 
or decision-making in my public body (this includes its Committees and 
memberships of other organisations to which I have been appointed or nominated 
by my public body). 
 
Category Nine: Close Family Members 
 
4.23 I will register the interests of any close family member who has transactions 
with my public body or is likely to have transactions or do business with it.   
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SECTION 5: DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Stage 1: Connection 
 
5.1 For each particular matter I am involved in as a board member, I will first 
consider whether I have a connection to that matter.  
 
5.2 I understand that a connection is any link between the matter being 
considered and me, or a person or body I am associated with. This could be a 
family relationship or a social or professional contact. 
 
5.3 A connection includes anything that I have registered as an interest.  
 
5.4 A connection does not include being a member of a body to which I 
have been appointed or nominated by my public body as a representative of my 
public body, unless: 

a) The matter being considered by my public body is quasi-judicial or 
regulatory; or 

b) I have a personal conflict by reason of my actions, my connections or 
my legal obligations. 

 
Stage 2: Interest 
 
5.5 I understand my connection is an interest that requires to be declared where 
the objective test is met – that is where a member of the public with knowledge of the 
relevant facts would reasonably regard my connection to a particular matter as being 
so significant that it would be considered as being likely to influence the discussion 
or decision-making. 
 
Stage 3: Participation 
 
5.6 I will declare my interest as early as possible in meetings. I will not remain in 
the meeting nor participate in any way in those parts of meetings where I have 
declared an interest. 
 
5.7 I will consider whether it is appropriate for transparency reasons to state 
publicly where I have a connection, which I do not consider amounts to an interest. 
 
5.8 I note that I can apply to the Standards Commission and ask it to grant a 
dispensation to allow me to take part in the discussion and decision-making on a 
matter where I would otherwise have to declare an interest and withdraw (as a result 
of having a connection to the matter that would fall within the objective test). I note 
that such an application must be made in advance of any meetings where the 
dispensation is sought and that I cannot take part in any discussion or decision-
making on the matter in question unless, and until, the application is granted. 
 
5.9 I note that public confidence in a public body is damaged by the perception 
that decisions taken by that body are substantially influenced by factors other than 
the public interest.  I will not accept a role or appointment if doing so means I will 
have to declare interests frequently at meetings in respect of my role as a board 
member.  Similarly, if any appointment or nomination to another body would give rise 
to objective concern because of my existing personal involvement or affiliations, I will 
not accept the appointment or nomination. 
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SECTION 6: LOBBYING AND ACCESS  
 
6.1 I understand that a wide range of people will seek access to me as a board 
member and will try to lobby me, including individuals, organisations and companies. 
I must distinguish between: 
 

a) any role I have in dealing with enquiries from the public;  
b) any community engagement where I am working with individuals and 

organisations to encourage their participation and involvement, and; 
c) lobbying, which is where I am approached by any individual or 

organisation who is seeking to influence me for financial gain or 
advantage, particularly those who are seeking to do business with my 
public body (for example contracts/procurement). 

  
6.2 In deciding whether, and if so how, to respond to such lobbying, I will always 
have regard to the objective test, which is whether a member of the public, with 
knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably regard my conduct as being likely 
to influence my, or my public body’s, decision-making role.  
 
6.3 I will not, in relation to contact with any person or organisation that lobbies, 
do anything which contravenes this Code or any other relevant rule of my public body 
or any statutory provision. 
 
6.4 I will not, in relation to contact with any person or organisation that lobbies, 
act in any way which could bring discredit upon my public body. 
 
6.5 If I have concerns about the approach or methods used by any person or 
organisation in their contacts with me, I will seek the guidance of the Chair, Chief 
Executive or Standards Officer of my public body. 
 
6.6 The public must be assured that no person or organisation will gain better 
access to, or treatment by, me as a result of employing a company or individual to 
lobby on a fee basis on their behalf. I will not, therefore, offer or accord any 
preferential access or treatment to those lobbying on a fee basis on behalf of clients 
compared with that which I accord any other person or organisation who lobbies or 
approaches me. I will ensure that those lobbying on a fee basis on behalf of clients 
are not given to understand that preferential access or treatment, compared to that 
accorded to any other person or organisation, might be forthcoming. 
 
6.7 Before taking any action as a result of being lobbied, I will seek to satisfy 
myself about the identity of the person or organisation that is lobbying and the 
motive for lobbying. I understand I may choose to act in response to a person or 
organisation lobbying on a fee basis on behalf of clients but it is important that I 
understand the basis on which I am being lobbied in order to ensure that any 
action taken in connection with the lobbyist complies with the standards set out in 
this Code and the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2016/16/contents
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6.8 I will not accept any paid work: 
 
a) which would involve me lobbying on behalf of any person or 

organisation or any clients of a person or organisation. 
 

b) to provide services as a strategist, adviser or consultant, for example, 
advising on how to influence my public body and its members.  This 
does not prohibit me from being remunerated for activity which may 
arise because of, or relate to, membership of my public body, such as 
journalism or broadcasting, or involvement in representative or 
presentational work, such as participation in delegations, conferences or 
other events. 
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ANNEX A: BREACHES OF THE CODE 
 
Introduction 

1. The Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000 (“the Act”) provided for 
a framework to encourage and, where necessary, enforce high ethical standards in 
public life.  
 

2. The Act provided for the introduction of new codes of conduct for local authority 
councillors and members of relevant public bodies, imposing on councils and 
relevant public bodies a duty to help their members comply with the relevant code.  
 

3. The Act and the subsequent Scottish Parliamentary Commissions and 
Commissioners etc. Act 2010 established the Standards Commission for Scotland 
(“Standards Commission”) and the post of Commissioner for Ethical Standards in 
Public Life in Scotland (“ESC”). 
 

4. The Standards Commission and ESC are separate and independent, each with 
distinct functions.  Complaints of breaches of a public body’s Code of Conduct are 
investigated by the ESC and adjudicated upon by the Standards Commission. 
 

5. The first Model Code of Conduct came into force in 2002. The Code has since been 
reviewed and re-issued in 2014. The 2021 Code has been issued by the Scottish 
Ministers following consultation, and with the approval of the Scottish Parliament, as 
required by the Act. 
 
Investigation of Complaints 

6. The ESC is responsible for investigating complaints about members of devolved 
public bodies. It is not, however, mandatory to report a complaint about a potential 
breach of the Code to the ESC. It may be more appropriate in some circumstances 
for attempts to be made to resolve the matter informally at a local level.  
 

7. On conclusion of the investigation, the ESC will send a report to the Standards 
Commission. 
 
Hearings 

8. On receipt of a report from the ESC, the Standards Commission can choose to: 
 

• Do nothing; 
• Direct the ESC to carry out further investigations; or 
• Hold a Hearing. 

 
9. Hearings are held (usually in public) to determine whether the member concerned 

has breached their public body’s Code of Conduct.  The Hearing Panel comprises of 
three members of the Standards Commission.  The ESC will present evidence 
and/or make submissions at the Hearing about the investigation and any conclusions 
as to whether the member has contravened the Code.  The member is entitled to 
attend or be represented at the Hearing and can also present evidence and make 
submissions.  Both parties can call witnesses.  Once it has heard all the evidence 
and submissions, the Hearing Panel will make a determination about whether or not 
it is satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that there has been a contravention of  
 
 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/7/contents
https://www.standardscommissionscotland.org.uk/
https://www.ethicalstandards.org.uk/
https://www.ethicalstandards.org.uk/
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the Code by the member.  If the Hearing Panel decides that a member has breached 
their public body’s Code, it is obliged to impose a sanction.  
 
Sanctions 
 

10. The sanctions that can be imposed following a finding of a breach of the Code are as 
follows: 
 

• Censure: A censure is a formal record of the Standards Commission’s severe 
and public disapproval of the member concerned. 

• Suspension: This can be a full or partial suspension (for up to one year). A 
full suspension means that the member is suspended from attending all 
meetings of the public body.  Partial suspension means that the member is 
suspended from attending some of the meetings of the public body. The 
Commission can direct that any remuneration or allowance the member 
receives as a result of their membership of the public body be reduced or not 
paid during a period of suspension.  

• Disqualification:  Disqualification means that the member is removed from 
membership of the body and disqualified (for a period not exceeding five 
years), from membership of the body. Where a member is also a member of 
another devolved public body (as defined in the Act), the Commission may 
also remove or disqualify that person in respect of that membership. Full 
details of the sanctions are set out in section 19 of the Act. 

 
Interim Suspensions 

11. Section 21 of the Act provides the Standards Commission with the power to impose 
an interim suspension on a member on receipt of an interim report from the ESC 
about an ongoing investigation. In making a decision about whether or not to impose 
an interim suspension, a Panel comprising of three Members of the Standards 
Commission will review the interim report and any representations received from the 
member and will consider whether it is satisfied: 
 

• That the further conduct of the ESC’s investigation is likely to be prejudiced 
if such an action is not taken (for example if there are concerns that the 
member may try to interfere with evidence or witnesses); or 

• That it is otherwise in the public interest to take such a measure.  A policy 
outlining how the Standards Commission makes any decision under Section 
21 and the procedures it will follow in doing so, should any such a report be 
received from the ESC can be found here. 

 
12. The decision to impose an interim suspension is not, and should not be seen as, a 

finding on the merits of any complaint or the validity of any allegations against a 
member of a devolved public body, nor should it be viewed as a disciplinary 
measure.  

https://www.standardscommissionscotland.org.uk/cases


69  

ANNEX B: DEFINITIONS 

“Bullying” is inappropriate and unwelcome behaviour which is offensive and 
intimidating, and which makes an individual or group feel undermined, humiliated or 
insulted. 
 
"Chair" includes Board Convener or any other individual discharging a similar 
function to that of a Chair or Convener under alternative decision-making structures. 
 
“Code” is the code of conduct for members of your devolved public body, which is 
based on the Model Code of Conduct for members of devolved public bodies in 
Scotland. 
 
"Cohabitee" includes any person who is living with you in a relationship similar to 
that of a partner, civil partner, or spouse. 
 
“Confidential Information” includes:  
• any information passed on to the public body by a Government department 
(even if it is not clearly marked as confidential) which does not allow the 
disclosure of that information to the public;  
• information of which the law prohibits disclosure (under statute or by the 
order of a Court);  
• any legal advice provided to the public body; or  

  • any other information which would reasonably be considered a breach of 
confidence should it be made public. 
 
"Election expenses" means expenses incurred, whether before, during or after 
the election, on account of, or in respect of, the conduct or management of the 
election. 
 
“Employee” includes individuals employed: 
• directly by the public body; 
• as contractors by the public body, or 

  • by a contractor to work on the public body’s premises. 
 
“Gifts” a gift can include any item or service received free of charge, or which may 
be offered or promised at a discounted rate or on terms not available to the general 
public. Gifts include benefits such as relief from indebtedness, loan concessions, or 
provision of property, services or facilities at a cost below that generally charged to 
members of the public. It can also include gifts received directly or gifts received by 
any company in which the recipient holds a controlling interest in, or by a 
partnership of which the recipient is a partner. 
 
“Harassment” is any unwelcome behaviour or conduct which makes someone 
feel offended, humiliated, intimidated, frightened and / or uncomfortable. 
Harassment can be experienced directly or indirectly and can occur as an 
isolated incident or as a course of persistent behaviour.  
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“Hospitality” includes the offer or promise of food, drink, accommodation, 
entertainment or the opportunity to attend any cultural or sporting event on terms 
not available to the general public. 
 
“Relevant Date”  Where a board member had an interest in shares at the date 
on which the member was appointed as a member, the relevant date is – (a) that 
date; and (b) the 5 April immediately following that date and in each succeeding 
year, where the interest is retained on that 5 April. 
 
“Public body” means a devolved public body listed in Schedule 3 of the Ethical 
Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000, as amended. 
 
“Remuneration" includes any salary, wage, share of profits, fee, other monetary   
benefit or benefit in kind. 
 
“Securities” a security is a certificate or other financial instrument that has 
monetary value and can be traded. Securities includes equity and debt securities, 
such as stocks bonds and debentures. 
 
“Undertaking” means: 
a) a body corporate or partnership; or 
b) an unincorporated association carrying on a trade or business, with or 
without a view to a profit. 
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Section 6: Standing Orders – Board of Management Register of 
Interests 

 
6.1  Register of Interests 

 
The Ayrshire College Code of Conduct for Board of Management members 
and the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000 require 
Board of Management members to declare any “registerable interests”.  
 
This section provides proforma documents that require to be completed within 
one month of appointment to the Board. As a Board of Management member 
you must at all times ensure that any registerable interests that you have are 
registered and you must notify the College whenever your circumstances 
change in such a way as to require change or an addition to your entry in the 
Board of Management’s register. You can do this by completing another 
Register of Interests application and providing it to the Board Governance 
Professional, who is the responsible person for the Register of Interests at the 
College.  
 
If you require additional space please attach additional sheets. Please sign 
and date at the bottom of the application. 
 
It is a requirement that you review your Register of Interests every 12 months. 
 
Please note that the Register of Interests is publicly accessible. The College 
is required to provide information to the public about where the Register of 
Interests can be accessed and must provide access to the Register of 
Interests to any member of the public on request. This information will also be 
published annually in the College annual Financial Statements and Report of 
the Board of Management. This information will be published on the College’s 
website.   

 
This information will be held for five years after you cease to be a member of 
the Board of Management, as required by the Standards Commission for 
Scotland. 

 
For further information about the categories of interest which must be 
registered, please refer to the Board of Management Code of Conduct, or you 
may contact the Board Governance Professional for further advice. 
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Ayrshire College Board of Management 

Register of Interests 2024-25 
 
 
 

 
Board Member’s Name:     ………………………………………………….. 
 
Signature:      ………………………………………………….. 
 
Date:                        ………………………………………………….. 
 
Date of Appointment to Board:      …………………………………………………..  
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Category  Code Reference/ 
Further guidance  

Summary Description  Declaration  

Category One:  
 
Remuneration  

Section 3.12  
 
Section 4.4 – 4.12 
 
 

I will register any work for which I receive, or expect to receive, 
payment.  
 
I have a registrable interest where I receive remuneration by 
virtue of being:  
a) employed;  
b) self-employed;  
c) the holder of an office;  
d) a director of an undertaking;  
e) a partner in a firm;  
f) appointed or nominated by my public body to another body; or  
g) engaged in a trade, profession or vocation or any other work. 

 

Category Two: 
 
Other Roles  

Section 4.13 - 4.14 Any unremunerated directorships where the body in question is 
a subsidiary or parent company of an undertaking in which I hold 
a remunerated directorship.  
 
The registered name and registered number of the subsidiary or 
parent company or other undertaking and the nature of its 
business, and its relationship to the company or other 
undertaking in which I am a director and from which I receive 
remuneration. 

 

Category Three: 
 
Contracts 

Section 4.15 – 4.16  I have a registerable interest where I (or a firm in which I am a 
partner, or an undertaking in which I am a director or in which I 
have shares of a value as described in paragraph 4.19 of the 
Code) have made a contract with my public body:  
 
a) under which goods or services are to be provided, or works 
are to be executed; and  
b) which has not been fully discharged. 
 
I will register a description of the contract, including its duration, 
but excluding the value. 
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Category  Code Reference/ 
Further guidance  

Summary Description  Declaration  

Category Four:  
 
Election 
Expenses 

Section 4.17 If I have been elected to my public body, then I will register a 
description of, and statement of, any assistance towards election 
expenses relating to election to my public body. 

 

Category Five:  
 
Houses, Land 
and Buildings 

Section 4.18 – 4.19  I have a registrable interest where I own or have any other right 
or interest in houses, land and buildings, which may be 
significant to, of relevance to, or bear upon, the work and 
operation of my public body. 
 
I accept that, when deciding whether or not I need to register 
any interest I have in houses, land or buildings, the test to be 
applied is whether a member of the public, with knowledge of the 
relevant facts, would reasonably regard the interest as being so 
significant that it could potentially affect my responsibilities to my 
public body and to the public, or could influence my actions, 
speeches or decision-making. 

 

Category Six:  
 
Interest in 
Shares and 
Securities 

Section 4.20  I have a registerable interest where:  
 
a) I own or have an interest in more than 1% of the issued share 
capital of the company or other body; or  
 
b) Where, at the relevant date, the market value of any shares 
and securities (in any one specific company or body) that I own 
or have an interest in is greater than £25,000. 
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Category  Code Reference/ 
Further guidance  

Summary Description  Declaration  

Category Seven:  
 
Gifts and 
Hospitality 

Section 3.13 – 3.21 
 
Section 4.21 

I understand the requirements of paragraphs 3.13 to 3.21 
regarding gifts and hospitality. As I will not accept any gifts or 
hospitality, other than under the limited circumstances allowed, I 
understand there is no longer the need to register any. 

 

Category Eight:  
 
Non-Financial 
Interests 

Section 4.22  I may also have other interests and I understand it is equally 
important that relevant interests such as membership or holding 
office in other public bodies, companies, clubs, societies and 
organisations such as trades unions and voluntary 
organisations, are registered and described.  
 
In this context, I understand non-financial interests are those 
which members of the public with knowledge of the relevant 
facts might reasonably think could influence my actions, 
speeches, votes or decision-making in my public body (this 
includes its Committees and memberships of other organisations 
to which I have been appointed or nominated by my public 
body). 
 

 

Category Nine:  
 
Close Family 
Members  

Section 4.23 I will register the interests of any close family member who has 
transactions with my public body or is likely to have transactions 
or do business with it. 
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Section 7: Standing Orders – Staff Board Member Election Rules 
 
For the Appointment of Teaching (Curriculum) and Service/Support 
(Non-Curriculum) Staff Members to the Board of Management of 
Ayrshire College 
 
Election Rules 
 
1 In accordance with Schedule 2 to the Further and Higher Education 

(Scotland) Act 1992 (“Schedule 2), the Board must include two members of 
staff.  One shall be appointed by being elected by the teaching (“academic”) 
staff of the college from amongst their own number and the other shall be 
appointed by the non-teaching (“support”) staff of the college from amongst 
their own number. 
 

2 Paragraph 3B(1) of Schedule 2 provides that such elections must be held in 
accordance with rules made by the Board. 

 
3 Before making, varying or replacing these Election Rules, the Board must, as 

required under 3B of Schedule 2, consult the representatives of any trade 
union which the Board recognises as being, or which otherwise appears to the 
Board to be, representative of the academic/support staff of the College. 
 

4 Having consulted relevant representatives as required under paragraphs 
3(B)(2) and (3) of Schedule 2, these election rules have been made by the 
Board under paragraph 3(B)(1) of Schedule 2. These rules were made by the 
Board on ....... (Date) and come into effect on ...... (Date). 

 
5 For the purposes of these election rules, staff groups are defined as follows: 
 

• Teaching Staff (Curriculum) – all staff (including Managers) who are on 
the academic staff payroll 

• Service/Support Staff (Non- Curriculum) – all staff (including Managers) 
who are on the support staff payroll 

 
6 Appointments shall proceed as follows: 

 
(a) The appointment shall be made by election administered by the Returning 

Officer (the Returning Officer shall normally be the Board Governance 
Professional.  Where the Board Governance Professional is unavailable, 
the Board must appoint another staff member to act as Returning Officer). 
 

(b) The Returning Officer shall communicate to staff any vacancies that arise 
and request nominations for membership from the Academic or Support 
Staff as relevant. 
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(c) Such nominations must be received by the Returning Officer by the date 
specified in the communication, being not less than seven days from the 
date of the communication.  

 
(d) Each nomination must be signed by the nominee.  
 
(e) If more than one nomination is received, the Returning Officer shall 

thereafter arrange for an election to be conducted using an appropriate 
electronic system and shall notify each member of the academic or 
support staff of the college as appropriate of the names of the nominees 
and the process to be followed. 

 
(f) The election shall be completed by the date and time specified in the 

notice issued by the Returning Officer being not less than seven days from 
the date of the issue of the notice of the election.  Only academic 
members of staff may vote for the academic member and only support 
staff may vote for the support staff member.  All staff members who are 
eligible to vote shall each be entitled to one vote. 

 
7 The following rules shall be followed as regards counting votes: 
 

(a) The Returning Officer shall offer each nominee the opportunity to be 
present or represented at the counting of votes. 
 

(b) The counting of votes shall take place within 24 hours of the time set for 
the close of the election and shall be done by the Returning Officer in the 
presence of such nominees or their representatives as have chosen to 
attend. 

 
(c) The nominee receiving the most votes shall be declared elected. 
 
(d) In the event of a tie the election shall be decided by the drawing of cards 

or lots amongst the nominees with the most number of votes. 
 
(e) In the event of elections for academic and support staff members being 

held concurrently, the counting of votes shall be done as a separate and 
consecutive process for each election. 

 
(f) The Returning Officer may use such staff of the College as may be 

necessary to assist in the counting of votes. 
 
(g) The names of the persons elected shall be reported to the next meeting of 

the Board after the election, and announced to all staff. 
 
The “counting of votes” may be a physical count of ballot papers where a 
paper system has been used, or the opening of an electronic report where an 
electronic voting system has been used. 
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8 The following rules shall apply in the event of a vacancy arising in respect of 
the appointment for a staff member: 
 
(a) In the event of an election requiring to be held because of the expiry of the 

term of office of the respective members of the Board the procedures set 
out above shall be completed no later than four weeks prior to the date of 
expiry. 
 

(b) In the event of an election requiring to be held because of a resignation or 
death of the respective members of the Board the procedures set out shall 
be completed no later than eight weeks after the vacancy occurs.  The 
eight weeks excludes College vacation periods to ensure that all staff have 
the opportunity to participate. 
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Appointment of Teaching (Curriculum) and Service/Support (Non-Curriculum) 
Staff Members to the Board of Management of Ayrshire College 
 
Sample Advertisement 
 
As you may be aware, membership of the College Board of Management includes 
two places for College staff members (one curriculum and one support).   The 
position of [teaching / service/support] member will become vacant on [date].  The 
Board has a strong commitment to equality and diversity and particularly welcomes 
Board members from those groups under-represented on Scotland’s public bodies. 
 
Staff members of the Board of Management are full members and have the same 
rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  Staff members are 
not there as “representatives” of the staff, they are there to bring knowledge and 
expertise of the day-to-day workings of the College into Board meetings, processes 
and decision-making.   
 
Nominations are sought to fill the current vacancy.  Nominations must come from 
current members of [teaching / service/support] staff. The nominee must also 
prepare a support statement, which should give a brief outline of why they should be 
elected to the Board.  This will be used in the event of an election being required.   
 
Where only one nomination is received, that nominee will automatically be elected to 
the Board. Where more than one nomination is received, an election by electronic 
secret ballot will take place and the nominee receiving the most votes shall become 
elected to the Board.  In the event of a tie the nominee shall be determined by the 
drawing of cards or lots. 
 
The term of appointment shall be for a period of four years.  
 
Information about the role and on the role of a Board member is available from the 
Board Governance Professional. 
 
Nomination forms can be found .................................................................... 
 
Should you require any additional information or have any queries, the Board 
Governance Professional would be happy to meet with you: 
 
 
Board Governance Professional 
Board of Management 
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Appointment of Teaching (Curriculum) and Service/Support (Non-Curriculum) 
Staff Members to the Board of Management of  Ayrshire College 
 
Sample Nomination Form 
 

 
 
 

Appointment of Curriculum/Support Staff Members to the Board of 
Management of Ayrshire College 

Nomination Form 
 
I wish to nominate myself 
 
Name:  .............................................................................. 
 
 
Department: .............................................................................. 
 
 
For election as the academic/support staff member of the Board of Management.   
 
I agree to stand for election, and I have provided a supporting statement overleaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes 
 
• All nominees must be eligible to stand for election as the academic/support  

staff member on the Board of Governors. 
• Return Form to: ayrshirecollegeboardoffice@ayrshire.ac.uk by date/year 
•   Late returns shall not be accepted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ayrshirecollegeboardoffice@ayrshire.ac.uk
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Section 8: Standing Orders: Board Members’ Letter of Appointment 
and Terms & Conditions 
 
TEACHING STAFF (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your appointment to the Board further to your election by the 
teaching staff of the College in accordance with the Further and Higher Education 
(Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”). 
 
[Optional paragraph for college to add welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be for four years from [date] to [date], subject to 
the provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended to this 
letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
Staff members of the Board of Management are full members and have the same 
rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  Staff members are 
not there as ‘representatives’ of the staff, they are there to bring knowledge and 
expertise of the day-to-day workings of the College into Board meetings, processes 
and decision-making. 
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of the appended Terms 
and Conditions by signing and dating the attached copy of this letter, and returning 
this to the Board Governance Professional at the following address: 
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[address]  
 
Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, Board Governance Professional etc. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Teaching Staff Board Members 
 
 
1) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions 
in relation to any funding it receives from the SFC. You are not a servant or 
agent of the Crown or a civil servant and do not have any status, immunity or 
privilege of the Crown. 
 

2) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office. 

 
3) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
4) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, 
as amended (the “2005 Act”). 

 
5) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 

Members in the College Sector4.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 

 
4 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
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6) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 
respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
7) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
8) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
9) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
10) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

11) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 
12) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 

determine 5  to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 
13) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 

allowances as the Board may determine. 
 
14) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 
Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 

 
5 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
15) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act.  
 

 
16) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 

the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
17) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 

 
18) Where you cease to be a member of the teaching staff at the College prior to the 

end of your period of appointment as a member of the Board, you will be 
deemed to have vacated office. 

 
19) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme.  
 
20) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board. 

 
21) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
22) At the end of your current period of office, your reappointment is subject to a 

further election in which all teaching staff of the college will be eligible to vote. 
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NON-TEACHING STAFF (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your appointment to the Board further to your election by the 
non-teaching staff of the College in accordance with the Further and Higher 
Education (Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”). 
 
[Optional paragraph for college to add welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be for four years from [date] to [date] (inclusive) 
subject to the provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended 
to this letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
Staff members of the Board of Management are full members and have the same 
rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  Staff members are 
not there as ‘representatives’ of the staff, they are there to bring knowledge and 
expertise of the day-to-day workings of the College into Board meetings, processes 
and decision-making. 
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of the appended Terms 
and Conditions by signing and dating the attached copy of this letter, and returning 
this to the Board Governance Professional at the following address: 
 
[address]  
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Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, and Board Governance Professional, etc. as appropriate]. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Non-Teaching Staff Board Members 
 
 
1) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions 
in relation to any funding it receives from the SFC.  You are not a servant or 
agent of the Crown or a civil servant, and do not have any status, immunity or 
privilege of the Crown. 
 

2) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office.  

 
3) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
4) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, 
as amended (the “2005 Act”). 
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5) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 
Members in the College Sector6.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 
6) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 

respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
7) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
8) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
9) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
10) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

11) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 
12) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 

determine 7  to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 
13) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 

allowances as the Board may determine. 
 
14) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 

 
6 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
7 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 
and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
15) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act. 
 
16) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 

the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
17) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 

 
18) Where you cease to be a member of the non-teaching staff at the College prior 

to the end of your period of appointment as a member of the Board, you will be 
deemed to have vacated office. 

 
19) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme.  
 
20) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board.  

 
21) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
22) At the end of your current period of office, your reappointment is subject to a 

further election in which all non-teaching staff of the college will be eligible to 
vote. 
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STUDENT (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your appointment to the Board further to your nomination by 
the Students’ Association in accordance with the Further and Higher Education 
(Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Education Act 1994. 
 
[optional paragraph for college to add welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be for one year from 1 September [insert year], 
subject to the provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended 
to this letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
Student members of the Board of Management are full members and have the same 
rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  Student members 
are not there as ‘representatives’ of the student body; they are there to bring their 
knowledge, expertise and a student perspective to Board meetings, processes and 
decision-making. 
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of the appended Terms 
and Conditions by signing and dating the attached copy of this letter, and returning 
this to the Board Governance Professional at the following address: 
 
[address]  
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Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, and Board Governance Professional, etc. as appropriate]. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Student Board Members 
 
1) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions in 
relation to any funding it receives from the SFC.  You are not a servant or agent 
of the Crown or a civil servant, and do not have any status, immunity or privilege 
of the Crown. 
 

2) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office. 

 
3) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
4) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
(“the 1992 Act) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, as 
amended (the “2005 Act”). 
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5) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 
Members in the College Sector8.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 
6) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 

respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
7) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
8) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
9) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
10) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

11) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 
12) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 

determine 9  to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 
13) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 

allowances as the Board may determine. 
 
14) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 

 
8 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
9 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 
and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
15) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act. 
 

16) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 
the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
17) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 
 

18) Where you cease to be a student of the College prior to the end of your period of 
appointment as a member of the Board, you will be deemed to have vacated 
office. 

 
19) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme.  
 
20) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board.  

 
21) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
22) At the end of your current period of office, your reappointment is subject to 

nomination by the Students’ Association in accordance with the 1992 Act and 
Section 22 of the Education Act 1994. 
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NON-EXECUTIVE (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your offer of appointment to the Board further to the approval 
of the Chair of the Board and Scottish Ministers, as required under the Further and 
Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992, paragraph 3(2)(f) of Schedule 2, (“the 1992 
Act”).  
 
[Optional paragraph for college to add a welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be from [date] to [date] (inclusive), subject to the 
provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended to this letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
[College name] is a major employer in the region, and the Board works closely with 
staff and students, employers, the Scottish Government and its agencies, and other 
stakeholders throughout the region and beyond.  
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly, and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of this offer of appointment 
to the Board on the appended Terms and Conditions by signing and dating the 
attached copy of this letter, and returning this to the Board Governance Professional 
at the following address: 
 
[address]  
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Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, and Board Governance Professional, etc. as appropriate]. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Non-Executive Board Members 
 
1) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions 
in relation to any funding it receives from the SFC.  You are not a servant or 
agent of the Crown or a civil servant, and do not have any status, immunity or 
privilege of the Crown. 
 

2) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office. 

 
3) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
4) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
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effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, 
as amended (the “2005 Act”). 

 
5) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 

Members in the College Sector10.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 
6) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 

respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
7) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
8) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
9) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
10) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

11) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 

12) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 
determine 11  to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 

 
10 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
11 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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13) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 
allowances as the Board may determine. 

 
14) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 
Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 
and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
15) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act. 
 
16) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 

the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
17) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 

 
18) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme. 
 
19) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board.  

 
20) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
21) At the end of your current period of office, the Board may extend your 

appointment for a single period of up to four years. Any such extension will in 
part be conditional on evidence of satisfactory performance and will require the 
approval of the Chair of the Board and Scottish Ministers.  
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TRADE UNION NOMINATED TEACHING STAFF (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your appointment to the Board further to your nomination by 
the teaching staff recognised trade unions of the College in accordance with the 
Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”). 
 
[Optional paragraph for college to add welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be for four years from [date] to [date], subject to 
the provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended to this 
letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
Trade union nominated members of the Board of Management are full members and 
have the same rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  
Trade union nominated members are not there as ‘representatives’ of the trade 
union, they are there to bring knowledge and expertise of the day-to-day workings of 
the College into Board meetings, processes and decision-making. 
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of the appended Terms 
and Conditions by signing and dating the attached copy of this letter, and returning 
this to the Governance Professional at the following address: 
 
[address]  
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Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, Governance Professional etc. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Trade Union Nominated Teaching Staff 
Board Members 
 
23) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions 
in relation to any funding it receives from the SFC. You are not a servant or 
agent of the Crown or a civil servant and do not have any status, immunity or 
privilege of the Crown. 
 

24) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office. 

 
25) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
26) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
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effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, 
as amended (the “2005 Act”). 

 
27) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 

Members in the College Sector12.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 
28) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 

respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
29) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
30) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
31) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
32) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

33) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 
34) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 

determine13 to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 

 
12 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
13 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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35) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 
allowances as the Board may determine. 

 
36) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 
Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 
and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
37) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act.  
 
38) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 

the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
39) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 

 
40) Where you cease to be a member of the teaching staff at the College prior to the 

end of your period of appointment as a member of the Board, you will be 
deemed to have vacated office. 

 
41) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme.  
 
42) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board. 

 
43) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
44) At the end of your current period of office, your reappointment is subject to a 

further nomination by the recognised trade unions of the College. 
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TRADE UNION NOMINATED NON-TEACHING STAFF (REGIONAL COLLEGE) 
 
 
Date  
 
Name & Address  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear  
 
Board of Management of [name of college]  
 
I am pleased to confirm your appointment to the Board further to your nomination by 
the non-teaching staff recognised trade unions of the College in accordance with the 
Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 1992 (“the 1992 Act”). 
 
[Optional paragraph for college to add welcome]. 
 
The period of your appointment will be for four years from [date] to [date] (inclusive) 
subject to the provisions of the 1992 Act and to the Terms and Conditions appended 
to this letter.  
 
As a Board Member, you will have a vital role to play in leading the College, setting 
its strategy and values and ensuring that effective management and controls are in 
place to meet its core educational purpose and statutory obligations.  
 
Trade union nominated members of the Board of Management are full members and 
have the same rights, responsibilities and obligations as other Board members.  
Trade union nominated members are not there as ‘representatives’ of the trade 
union, they are there to bring knowledge and expertise of the day-to-day workings of 
the College into Board meetings, processes and decision-making. 
 
Board members are expected to attend meetings regularly and are normally also 
invited to join at least one Board Committee. This brings with it a time commitment 
which is expected to be a minimum of [number] days per annum. 
 
I should be grateful if you would confirm your acceptance of the appended Terms 
and Conditions by signing and dating the attached copy of this letter, and returning 
this to the Governance Professional at the following address: 
 
[address]  
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Please also complete the Register of Interests form which is enclosed and return this 
to me as soon as possible.  
 
As a member of the Board, you must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme. Please advise if you already have 
disclosure through this scheme or if this is the first time you have applied, as the 
form you are required to complete is different depending on your current status with 
the scheme.  
 
Once I have received confirmation of your acceptance, you will be provided with an 
induction pack, and I will arrange induction meetings for you with the [Chair, 
Principal, and Governance Professional, etc. as appropriate]. 
 
In the meantime, if you have any queries or require any further information please do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I look forward to meeting you again.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 
 
[Name] 
Regional Chair 
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I accept appointment to the office of member of the Board of Management of 
[name of college] on the terms and conditions set out below.  
 
 
Signature: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Date: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Full name (in block capitals): 
………………………………………………………………….......... 
[name of college] Board of Management 
 
Terms and Conditions of Office for Trade Union Nominated Non-Teaching Staff 
Board Members 
 
23) As a Member you are one of a number of office holders that constitute the 

Board.  Decisions of the Board are collective decisions. The Board is 
accountable to the Scottish Funding Council (SFC) for its decisions and actions 
in relation to any funding it receives from the SFC.  You are not a servant or 
agent of the Crown or a civil servant, and do not have any status, immunity or 
privilege of the Crown. 
 

24) You are individually accountable to the Board for your actions and decisions of 
office.  

 
25) Any information which you receive or obtain as a member of the Board shall be 

treated as confidential, and shall be held and treated in accordance with the 
College’s Code of Conduct for Board members. 

 
26) You will provide active and effective leadership, direction, support and guidance 

to ensure that the Board delivers, and is committed to delivering, its functions 
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effectively and efficiently. The main functions of the Board (including its powers 
and duties) are as set out in the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 
1992 (“the 1992 Act”) and the Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Act 2005, 
as amended (the “2005 Act”). 

 
27) Your main duties as a board member are as set out in the Guide for Board 

Members in the College Sector14.  Any individual objectives applying to your 
office will be agreed with you. 

 
28) [The Board maintains governors’, directors’ and officers’ liability insurance in 

respect of its members and employees. The insurance policy covers legal claims 
made against members of the Board in their capacity as Board members.] As a 
member of the Board you will comply with any and all requirements of any 
insurance policy which the Board maintains in respect of liability accruing to its 
officers, directors and members. Failure to comply with the requirements of any 
such insurance policy may result in insurance cover being withdrawn or 
otherwise made unavailable. 

 
29) You must undertake induction when taking up this appointment, including 

participation in the College Development Network’s induction programme for 
board members and any training required in relation to your committee 
membership. Thereafter, you must undertake appropriate ongoing training and 
development in respect of your governance role. 

 
30) You must seek to ensure that the Board complies with all legislative and other 

requirements, including compliance with the SFC Financial Memorandum with 
the College Sector, the Board’s Outcome Agreement with the SFC, the Scottish 
Public Finance Manual (where appropriate) and the Code of Good Governance 
for Scotland’s Colleges; and has regard to Ministerial guidance on appointments.   

 
31) The College is a registered charity and along with the other Board members you 

are subject to the general duties of charity trustees set out in section 66 of the 
Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. 

 
32) You must comply with the Board’s Code of Conduct for Members, adopted under 

the Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000.  
 

33) You are not entitled to receive remuneration as a board member. 
 
34) You are entitled to be reimbursed by the Board for expenses as the Board may 

determine 15  to be necessary or expedient for the proper discharge of your 
functions, being mindful of appropriate expenditure limits and the need to ensure 
value for public money. 

 

 
14 Links to referenced documents are provided at the end of these Terms and Conditions. 
15 Both expenses and allowances are calculated by reference to such criteria as the Scottish Ministers may 
determine in accordance with section 12(5) of the 1992 Act.   
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35) You are entitled, in performing your functions, to receive from the Board such 
allowances as the Board may determine. 

 
36) As a member of the Board you will be subject to appraisal of your performance, 

conducted at least annually, normally by the chair of the Board. Your 
performance will be appraised against (a) the role of board members set out in 
Guide for Board Members in the College Sector (b) any individual objectives 
applying to your office, as agreed with you, and (c) the extent to which you 
contribute to ensuring that the Board as a whole delivers its functions effectively 
and efficiently, in accordance with its vision, strategic direction, educational 
character, values and ethos.  Your appraisal reports may be used by the Board 
and the Scottish Ministers in assessing your suitability for extension or re-
appointment.  

 
37) You will be removed from office by the Board (by giving notice to you in writing) 

in the circumstances set out in paragraph 5B(1) of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act. 
 
38) Where it appears to the Scottish Ministers that there has been Board failure by 

the Board of managing the College in terms of section 24(1) of the 1992 Act, you 
may be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers by order under section 
24(2) of the 1992 Act. 

 
39) You will be removed from office by the Scottish Ministers under paragraph 5B(3) 

of Schedule 2 to the 1992 Act (by giving you notice in writing), if you have been 
removed from office under section 24 of the 1992 Act or under section 23Q of 
the 2005 Act. 

 
40) Where you cease to be a member of the non-teaching staff at the College prior 

to the end of your period of appointment as a member of the Board, you will be 
deemed to have vacated office. 

 
41) You must be approved through the Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable 

Groups (PVG) scheme.  
 
42) You will hold office for the period set out in your letter of appointment or to such 

earlier date if you are removed or resign from office. You may resign at any time 
by giving notice in writing to the Board.  

 
43) The Board may, by giving you one month’s written notice, change these terms 

and conditions as necessary or expedient (or as agreed with you), but not the 
period of office.  

 
44) At the end of your current period of office, your reappointment is subject to a 

further nomination by the recognised trade unions of the College.  
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Links to Referenced Documents 
 
Guide for Board Members in the College Sector 
http://www.collegedevelopmentnetwork.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/College-
Board-Member-Guide-2015.pdf 
 
SFC Financial Memorandum with the College Sector 
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/governance/institutional-sustainability-governance/institutional-
sustainability-governance.aspx  
 
College Website 
Ayrshire College Statement of Ambition, Strategic Objectives  
Regional Outcome Agreement  
College Strategies, Management Accounts and Performance reports 
  
Board of Management 
Board of Management, Board of Management documents and Senior Leadership 
Team 
 
Board of Management Documents 
Board Responsibilities and Standing Orders  
Ayrshire College Board of Management Code of Conduct  
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/management-team/board-of-management-
documents/  
 
Scottish Public Finance Manual 
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/Intro 
 
Code of Good Governance for Scotland’s Colleges 
www.cdn.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Code-of-Good-Governance-for-
Scotlands-Colleges-August-2016.pdf  
 
College Sector Board Appointments: 2014 Ministerial Guidance 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/college-board-appointments-guidance/  
 
Link to College Development Network Governance Hub 
https://professionallearning.collegedevelopmentnetwork.ac.uk/  
 
Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000 
Ethical Standards in Public Life etc. (Scotland) Act 2000 
 

http://www.collegedevelopmentnetwork.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/College-Board-Member-Guide-2015.pdf
http://www.collegedevelopmentnetwork.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/College-Board-Member-Guide-2015.pdf
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/governance/institutional-sustainability-governance/institutional-sustainability-governance.aspx
https://www.sfc.ac.uk/governance/institutional-sustainability-governance/institutional-sustainability-governance.aspx
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/college-information/college-reports/
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/management-team/board-of-management/
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/management-team/board-of-management-documents/
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/management-team/board-of-management-documents/
https://www1.ayrshire.ac.uk/about-us/management-team/board-of-management-documents/
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Government/Finance/spfm/Intro
http://www.cdn.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Code-of-Good-Governance-for-Scotlands-Colleges-August-2016.pdf
http://www.cdn.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Code-of-Good-Governance-for-Scotlands-Colleges-August-2016.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/college-board-appointments-guidance/
https://professionallearning.collegedevelopmentnetwork.ac.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2000/7/contents
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